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ANNUAL  REPORT 


ON  THE 

HEALTH  OF  THE  BUBAL  SANITABY  DISTBICT 

OF  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT 

FOB  THE  YE AB  1895. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Dural  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  you  on  the  mortality  and 
sickness,  the  administration  and  progress  of  your  district 
in  1895,  and  on  its  sanitary  state  generally  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

1.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Because  of  annexations  of  portions  of  your  district  by 
the  towns,  details  of  which  have  not  been  furnished  me, 
and  because  the  changes  have  been  made  at  various  dates 
unknown  to  me,  it  is  impossible  to  give  you  accurate 
statistics.  In  my  last  annual  report  I  said:  “  So  indifferent 
are  those  concerned  to  the  convenience  of  those -interested 
about  practical  administrative  details  in  sanitary  districts, 
and  to  the  obligations  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in 
writing  his  Annual  Beport,  that  it  will  probably  be  impos¬ 
sible  to  report  properly  upon  the  vital  statistics  of  your 
district  for  the  year  1895,  the  County  Council  having 
determined  to  annex  other  parts  of  it  to  urban  areas  within 
the  year.”  I  am  informed  the  annexations  of  population 
and  acreage  by  Ventnor  took  place  in  March,  1896,  a 
most  inconvenient  date.  It  will  be  still  more  difficult 
to  report  to  you  accurately  at  the  end  of  this  year,  for 
either  the  transfer  must  be  treated  as  having  taken  place 
at  the  end  of  1895 — in  which  case  the  record  of  births 
and  deaths  in  the  transferred  area  would  be  lost — or  as 
having  occurred  at  the  end  of  1896,  in  which  case  the 
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Population. 


Population  to 
the  acre. 


Births  and 
Deaths. 


statistics  of  Steephill  for  three  quarters  of  a  year  would  be 
part  of  the  statistics  of  Ventnor,  and  to  a  knowledge  of 
which  I  have  no  right. 

By  the  courtesy  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Urban  District 
Councils  I  find  that  in  1894  700  of  population  and  510 
acres  were  annexed  by  Shanklin,  and  250  of  population 
and  242  acres  by  Ventnor,  the  transfers  having  taken 
place  in  September  of  that  year.  In  1895  18  additional 
acres  were  added  to  Shanklin.  In  1895,  also,  1200  of 
population  and  740  acres  were  added  to  Sandown,  the 
transfer  having  taken  place  in  September.  Am  additional 
365  of  population  and  275  acres  were  added  to  Ventnor, 
but  the  transfer  had  not  taken  place  a  the  end  of  the  year. 
Having  obtained,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Brading  District 
Registrar,  the  returns  of  births  and  deaths  to  the  end  of 
the  year  in  the  section  taken  over  by  Sandown,  I  propose 
to  treat  it  as  an  integral  part  of  your  district.  The  figures 
will,  therefore,  be  approximate  only,  the  births  of  6  boys 
and  3  girls  and  the  deaths  of  a  female  child  and  a  woman 
being  also  included  in  the  Sandown  returns. 

The  population  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary 
District  on  April  1st,  1891,  was  29,747;  it  was  28,008  on 
April  1st,  1881.  Assuming  the  present  rate  of  increase 
corresponds  with  that  of  the  previous  decade,  it  is  esti¬ 
mated  the  population  in  the  middle  of  1895  would  have 
numbered  30,442;  but  as  950  of  population  were  added  to 
Shanklin  and  Ventnor,  it  is  reduced  to  29,493. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  in  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  was  289. 

The  acreage  of  the  district  in  1891  was  87,599.  The 
additions  to  the  towns  in  1894  reduce  it  to  86,829.  The 
average  population  to  the  acre  in  the  middle  of  the  year 
was,  therefore,  01 33  or  one  person  to  2 *9  acres. 

785  births  were  registered  during  the  year;  50  of  which 
were  illegitimate.  411  of  the  children  born  were  boys  and 
374  were  girls;  of  these  25  boys  and  25  girls  were  born 
out  of  wedlock.  496  deaths  occurred,  of  which  279  were 
those  of  males  and  217  those  of  females, 
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The  births  and  deaths  in  each  quarter  were  as  follow : 


BIRTHS.  DEATHS . 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1st  quarter 

117 

104 

221 

98 

72 

170 

2nd  ,, 

100 

88 

188 

66 

49 

115 

3rd  ,,  . 

105 

97 

202 

54 

39 

93 

4th  ,, 

89 

85 

174 

61 

57 

118 

411 

374 

785 

279 

217 

496 

In  1895  the  birth-rate  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sani¬ 
tary  District  was  26’2  per  1000  of  the  population.  It  was 
22-5  in  1894.  The  death-rate  was  16-8  per  1000  of  the 
population.  68  deaths  occurred,  however,  among  persons 
who  were  not  permanent  residents  in  the  district,  and  if 
these  be  deducted  the  death-rate  is  reduced  to  14‘5  per 
1000. 

The  mean  birth-rate  in  your  district  for  the  10  years 
1885-94  was  26-0  per  1000  living,  and  the  mean  death-rate 
was  16' 2  per  1000  living.  If  we  compare  this  mean  birth¬ 
rate  and  death-rate  with  the  birth-rate  and  death-rate  of 
the  year  under  review  we  find  the  birth-rate  was  0-1,  and 
the  death-rate  0‘6  above  the  average  of  the  10  years 
1885-94. 

The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1895  was  30-3 
per  1000  of  the  population ;  which,  although  higher  than 
the  low  rates  in  1890  and  1894  is  lower  than  any  other 
rate  on  record,  and  0‘9  below  the  average  rate  in  the  10 
years  1885-94.  The  death-rate  in  1895  was  18- 7  per 
1000,  which  shows  an  increase  of  2-1  per  1000  on  the  low 
rate  in  the  previous  year,  but  is  0‘ 2  below  the  average  of 
the  10  years  1885-94. 

The  death-rate  in  country  districts,  that  is  to  say  among 
the  population  resident  outside  the  boundaries  of  urban 
sanitary  districts,  was  17‘0  per  1000  living.  The  mean 
annual  death-rate  in  country  districts  in  the  preceding  10 
years,  1885-94,  was  17'3  per  1000  living. 

The  birth-rate  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary 
District  was  4-1  below  the  birth-rate  of  England  and 


Birth-rate  and 
Death-rate. 


Mean  Birth-rate 
and  Death-rate 
in  ten  years. 


Birth-rate  and 
Death-rate  in 
England  and 
Wales. 


Comparison  of 
the  Birth-rate 
and  Death-rate 
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in  the  i. ^  Rural  Wales  in  1895  and  5‘0  below  the  mean  birth-rate  in  the 

SanitaryDistnct 

with  those  of  10  years  1885-94.  The  death-rate  was  1*9  below  the 

England  and  J 

Wales.  death-rate  of  England  and  Wales,  or  deducting  the  deaths 

of  strangers,  4-2  below  the  general  death-rate.  It  was 
02  below  the  death-rate  in  country  districts,  or  deducting 
the  deaths  among  temporary  residents,  2-5  below  it;  and 
it  was  05  below  the  mean  annual  death-rate  in  country 
districts  in  the  10  years  1885-94,  or  deducting  the  deaths 
among  strangers  2-8  below  it.  As  compared  with  the 
death-rate  in  England  and  Wales  and  with  that  in  the  rural 
registration  sub-districts,  the  death-rate  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight  Rural  Sanitary  District  for  the  past  10  years  was 
as  follows  : 


Male  and  Female 
Death-rate. 


ENGLAND  AND  WALES.  RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


1885. 

3 *6  below  the  average. 

2.1  below  the  average. 

1886. 

3-6 

2*1 

1887. 

2-9 

CO 

t—H 

1888. 

0-5 

0-6  above  the  average. 

1889. 

1-4 

t 

cq 

o 

1890. 

4-1 

>  5 

2- 4  below  the  average. 

1891. 

3-7 

5  ? 

2-0 

1892. 

0-7 

5  5 

O' 2  above  the  average. 

1893. 

4-6 

5  > 

2-8  below  the  average. 

1894. 

O’ 3  above  the  average. 

E3  above  the  average. 

1895. 

2-1  below  the  average 

0.2  below  the  average. 

In 

every 

1000  of  the  population  9*4  males  and  7*3 

females  died  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary  District 
in  1895. 


infant  Mortality  The  496  deaths  registered  included  those  of  73  infants 
who  died  under  1  year  of  age.  The  proportion  of  deaths 
under  1  year  of  age  to  registered  births  was  92-9  per  1000. 
In  the  previous  10  years  it  was  89,  79,  108,  87,  73,  89, 
85,  143,  79,  and  103  per  1000.  The  proportion  of  deaths 
under  1  year  of  age  to  registered  births  in  England  and 
Wales  was  161  per  1000,  the  mean  proportion  in  the  10 
years,  1885-94,  having  been  146.  98  children,  or  19*7  per 
cent,  of  all  the  deaths,  died  under  5  years;  and  25  children, 
or  5‘0  per  cent,  of  the  deaths,  died  between  1  and  5  years 
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of  age.  230  persons,  or  46*3  per  cent,  of  the  deaths,  died 
between  1  year  and  65. 

193  persons,  or  39  per  cent,  of  the  deaths,  died  at  65  ^°Jality  of  the 
and  upwards,  of  whom  42  were  between  65  and  70,  78 
between  70  and  80,  57  between  80  and  90,  and  12  were 
above  90.  The  greatest  age  at  death  registered  was  that 
of  a  labourer  who  died  at  Freshwater  at  97. 

68  persons  who  did  not  belong  to  the  district  died  deaths  of.  ^ 
within  it.  Of  these  35  died  in  the  Workhouse  who  were  District. 

Isle  of  Wight  people  resident  in  the  towns,  and  33  died 
in  the  Royal  National  Hospital  for  Consumption  at  St. 

Lawrence. 


13  persons  met  their  deaths  in  connection  with  different  Deaths  from 
forms  of  violence.  Of  these  6  committed  suicide,  2  by  Vlulence' 
drowning,  2  by  cutting  their  throats,  1  by  shooting,  and 
1  by  hanging.  7  of  the  deaths  by  violence  were  accidental. 

A  child  died  by  drinking  hot  tea  from  a  tea-pot,  and  2  men 
were  killed  on  the  railway,  one  being  knocked  down  by  a 
passing  train  and  one  falling  from  a  truck.  1  man  became 
entangled  in  machinery,  and  3  young  men  were  drowned 
while  bathing.  2 -6  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were  caused  by 
violence,  and  0‘47  of  the  population  died  a  violent  death. 

In  1894  the  deaths  by  violence  were  equal  to  2-7  percent, 
of  all  the  deaths,  and  to  a  death-rate  of  0’47  per  1000  of  the 
population.  The  mean  percentage  of  deaths  from  violence 
in  your  district  during  the  10  years  1885-94  was  3’5.  In 
England  and  Wales  the  deaths  by  violence  were  in  the 
proportion  of  0-64  per  1000  of  the  population. 


The  496  deaths  from  all  causes  included 


4  attributed  to 
9 


6 

2 

1 

2 

8 


> } 


diphtheria 
membranous  croup 
enteric  fever 
puerperal  fever 
measles 

whooping  cough 
diarrhoea 


Mortality  from 
certain  diseases. 
Zymotic 
diseases. 


25 
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Zymotic  death- 
rate. 


Phthisis. 


Lung  diseases. 


Heart  disease. 


Cancer. 


The  25  deaths  attributed  to  the  principal  forms  of 
zymotic  disease  were  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  084  per 
1000  of  the  population  and  to  a  percentage  of  5*0  of  the 
deaths.  The  zymotic  death-rate  in  the  7  preceding 
years  was  0*42,  1-6,  0*67,  1*64,  1*43,  0*82,  and  1*58  per 
1000  respectively.  The  deaths  attributed  to  these  princi¬ 
pal  zymotic  diseases  in  England  and  Wales  corresponded 
to  a  rate  of  2*14  per  1000  living,  against  2-52  and  1*81  re¬ 
spectively  in  the  previous  2  years.  The  annual  average 
death-rate  from  zymotic  diseases  in  England  and  Wales 
during  the  last  decennium,  1881-90,  was  2*30  per  1000, 
against  3*95,  4*15,  and  3*38  per  1000  respectively  in  the 
three  decennia  comprised  in  the  period  1851-80. 

72  deaths  from  consumption  were  registered.  32  per¬ 
sons,  all  of  whom  were  strangers  to  the  Island,  died  in  the 
Royal  National  Hospital  for  Consumption,  and  7  persons, 
5  of  whom  belonged  to  the  Island  but  not  to  the  district, 
died  in  the  Workhouse  from  this  disease.  The  death-rate 
from  phthisis  was  equal  to  2*4  per  1000  living  in  1895,  or 
deducting  the  deaths  from  phthisis  among  strangers  0*1 
per  1000.  The  percentage  of  phthisis  to  all  the  deaths  was 
14*5,  or  excluding  the  deaths  among  strangers  7*0.  In 
1895  9*3  per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths  among  Isle  of  Wight 
people  were  due  to  consumption.  The  mean  percentage 
of  deaths  from  phthisis  to  all  the  deaths  in  England  and 
Wales  is  9*3. 

82  persons,  5  of  whom  did  not  belong  to  the  district, 
died  from  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  or  pleurisy.  The  deaths 
from  these  different  forms  of  affections  of  the  lungs  were 
equal  to  a  rate  of  2*7  per  1000.  The  mean  death-rate 
in  these  diseases  in  England  and  Wales  is  3*3  per  1000. 

36  persons,  2  of  whom  did  not  belong  to  the  district, 
died  from  heart  disease.  The  deaths  from  heart  disease 
were  equal  to  a  rate  of  1*2  per  1000.  The  mean  death- 
rate  from  heart  disease  in  England  and  Wales  is  1*3 
per  1000. 

Cancer  caused  13  deaths.  2*6  per  cent,  of  the  deaths 
were  from  cancer.  The  mean  percentage  of  deaths  from 
cancer  to  all  the  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  is  2*7. 
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10  of  the  deaths  were  registered  as  having  been  caused  Scrofula- 
by  different  forms  of  scrofulous  disease.  This  is  equal  to 
2-0  per  cent,  of  the  deaths.  The  mean  percentage  of 
deaths  from  scrofula  to  all  the  deaths  in  England  and 
Wales  is  3-6. 

17  deaths  were  registered  as  having  occurred  from  in-  influenza, 
fluenza. 

116  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the  Notified 

u  diseases. 

year.  The  notifications  were  equal  to  4-9  per  1000  of  the 
population.  They  included  42  cases  of  scarlatina,  38  of 
diphtheria,  1  of  continued  fever,  17  of  enteric  fever,  1  of 
puerperal  fever,  and  17  of  erysipelas. 

Your  attention  has  already  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
the  notification  forms  in  use  in  your  district  are  defective, 
inasmuch  as  a  statement  of  the  patient’s  age  is  not  re¬ 
quired.  This  particular  is  necessary  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  making  up  his  annual  return. 

The  marriage  returns  are  not  furnished  me.  They 
would  be  interesting  in  a  district  such  as  yours  is,  with  a 
birth-rate  in  1894  so  low  as  22-5  per  1000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion. 

It  is  unfortunate  the  census  is  so  taken  that  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  distinct  areas  can  not  be  known.  It  is  impossible, 
because  of  this,  to  draw  conclusions  as  to  the  mortality  in 
different  sections  of  your  district.  At  one  time  the  Inspec¬ 
tors  commenced  to  collect  such  returns,  hut  the  exigencies 
Df  their  general  duties  were  so  pressing  they  could  not 
complete  them. 


(A)  Table  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1895,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District 


Names  of  Localities 


Mortality  from  All  Causes, 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 


adopted  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  these  Statis¬ 
tics  ;  public  institu¬ 
tions  being  shown  as 
separate  localities. 

(a.) 

At  all  Ages. 

Under  1  year. 

>b 

<u 

a 

a 

ra 

f-4 

Co 

>-H 

(d) 

A 

<u 

a? 

a 

a 

a 

cS 

VO 

(*•) 

vb 

<u 

a 

a 

’Xj 

a 

cj 

VO 

t-H 

(/) 

Newport. 

57 

13 

3 

6 

2 

Workhouse. 

60 

2 

1 

Parkhurst  Barracks. 

9 

2 

1 

3 

Parkhurst  Prison. 

13 

1 

Cowes. 

42  9 

2 

1 

2 

Ryde. 

41 

12 

3 

1 

Brading. 

72 

7 

6 

2 

Godshill 

85 

14 

4 

3 

4 

Royal  National 

Hospital  for 

34 

13 

Consumption. 

Calbourne. 

8  3 

1 

14 

6 

5 

Totals . 

496 

73 

25 

1 0  1 

1 

l 

31 

The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  into  account  in  judging  of  the  above  l'ecords  ofmortality. 


Deaths  occurring  outside  the 


District  among  persons  belonging 
thereto. 


vb 

0 

s 

a! 

a 

a 

aj 

a 

c3 

vo 

N 

Or-) 

65  and  upwards. 

(*•)■ 

1 

•  - 

X 

0,' 

a 

r— -< 
r  < 

r1 

c 

0? 

i 2 

cj  I 

_a  1 

-j  1 
t>  j 

fj  j 

u  1 

CO 

16 

17 

1  Under  [ 

) 

- - 

\o  upwds 

22 

35 

Under  i 

n 

5  upwds. 

i 

3 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

9 

3 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

14 

14 

Under  6 

5  upwds. 

10 

15 

Unde’  5 

5  upwds. 

— - . 

21 

36 

Under  5 

5  upvds. 

24 

36 

Under  5 

5  upvds. 

21 

Under  5 

5  upvds. 

21 

37 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

161 

193 

Under  5 

5  vpwds. 

Deaths  occurring  within  the 
District  among  persons  not  be¬ 
longing  thereto. 


T7TTTJ 


(B)  Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious 

during  the  year  1895,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary 


Names  of  Localities  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  these  Statis¬ 
tics  ;  public  institutions  being 
shown  as  separate  localities. 

(a.) 

Population  at 

ALL  AGES. 

^Registered  Births. 

1 

Census 

1891. 

(b.) 

Estimated 

to 

middle 

of 

1894. 

(c.) 

Newport. 

143 

{ 

Workhouse. 

, 

Parkhurst  Barracks. 

Parkhurst  Prison. 

Cowes. 

71 

Ryde. 

86 

Brading. 

125 

Godshill. 

147 

Calbourne. 

113 

Total . 

29,747 

29,493 

785 

Aged 
under  f ) 
or  ■ 
over  5. 


Under  ' 


Under  • 


Under 


5  upwd 


Under 


Under 


Under 


Under 


5  upwd 

~j 


State  here  whether  “  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  ”  is  compulsory  in  & 
Diseases,  insert  in  the  columns  with  blank  headings  the  names  of  any  that  ar 


laiseases,  nisei  1  in  me  tuiumua  - -  ”  ,JT  i:x 

of  the  Isolation  Hospital  used  by  the  sick  of  the  Distnct.  Mark  (H)  the  Tocaii 

is  situated. — No  Isolation  Hospital. 


ness,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
ict :  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


'  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  Locality  coming  to 
knowledge  of  thf.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


"■  »  — — — — 

Scarletina.  to 

Diphtheria.  to 

Membranous 

Croup.  ^ 

5 

a 

3 

r~^ 

&, 

H 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid.  M  0 

I  7 

rEVEl 

<D 

3 

f~* 

-4-» 

C 

O 

O 

73 

V) 

Relapsing.  *  o> 

!  9 

1) 

a, 

<u 

3 

CL 

Cholera.  gi 

Erysipeias.  £ 

12 

13 

"d 

<d 

>-< 

0) 

-M 

.  co 

§■& 
0  CD 

i  2 
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2.  THE  SANITARY  HISTORY  OF  THE  YEAR. 

To  write  the  annual  history  of  a  sanitary  district  is  not 
only  to  record  the  incidence  of  disease  in  that  district, 
but  to  give  an  account  of  all  measures  taken  and  of  such 
events  of  the  year  as  may  directly  or  remotely,  in  the 
present  or  in  the  future,  affect  the  public  health,  the  most 
important  and  far  reaching  interest  of  the  community. 

As  our  knowledge  of  natural  law  increases  year  by  year 
the  causation  and  progress  of  many  diseases  become 
more  apparent.  We  know  the  effect  of  poisons  gene¬ 
rated  in  the  process  of  growths  of  exceedingly  minute 
vegetable  organisms  within  the  body  is  to  occasion  diseases 
differing  in  kind  with  the  organisms,  each  variety  of 
which  produces  its  own  special  poison.  We  are  ac¬ 
quainted,  too,  with  the  existence  of  protective  cells  or 
masses  of  protoplasm  in  the  blood  and  tissues  which 
battle  against  and  destroy  these  organisms  to  an  extent 
proportionate  to  their  vigour.  While,  therefore,  our  most 
earnest  efforts  are  still  directed  to  the  endeavour  to  keep 
these  disease-causing  micro-organisms  from  invading  the 
body,  we  see  that  the  question  of  disease  prevention  in¬ 
cludes  broader  considerations  ;  for  it  consists  not  only  in 
excluding  the  sources  of  the  poisons,  but  in  the  vitality 
of  the  protective  cells,  and  this  vitality  can  alone  be  se¬ 
cured  effectively  by  maintaining  the  body  in  the  highest 
possible  vigour.  And  this  maintenance  of  a  high  standard 
of  general  health  involves  still  broader  issues  in  relation 
to  the  public  good,  for  upon  it  depends  the  general  well¬ 
being  :  the  ability  to  labour  to  the  greatest  advantage, 
the  capacity  for  the  reception  of  knowledge,  the  amena¬ 
bility  to  culture,  the  resultant  skill,  technical,  artistic,  and 
commercial,  upon  which  the  prosperity  of  nations  depends, 
the  morals  and  personal  habits  and  the  general  comfor 
and  happiness  of  the  people. 

Zymotic  The  zymotic  diseases  are  also  known  as  preventible 

diseases.  d 

diseases.  It  may  be  said  that  in  a  sense  all  diseases  are 
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preventible,  for  they  are  consequent  upon  want  of  accord 
between  the  environment  of  the  individual — his  habits, 
his  occupations,  his  food,  the  air  he  breathes,  the  water 
he  drinks,  the  clothes  he  wears — and  the  laws  of  his 
being,  and  upon  tendencies  received  by  heredity, 
which  have  been  consequent  upon  a  similar  want  of 
accord  between  the  lives  of  his  progenitors  and 
the  laws  of  existence.  But  this  term  is  usually  applied 
to  the  diseases  caused  by  the  toxins  of  living  organisms 
to  which  I  have  referred,  the  nature  and  origin  of  many 
of  which  are  now  fairly  well  known,  and  the  sources  of 
which  so  far  as  the  animal  economy  is  concerned  are 
supposed  to  be,  and  to  a  considerable  extent  are,  within 
the  power  of  control  of  sanitary  authorities.  The  chief 
of  these  zymotic  diseases  present  in  your  district  in  1895 
were  scarletina,  diphtheria,  membranous  croup,  which  is 
probably  identical  with  diphtheria,  enteric  fever,  a  case 
notified  as  continued  fever,  puerperal  fever,  measles,  and 
whooping  cough. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  cases  of  enteric 
fever  at  Gunville,  Parkhurst  Prison,  Wootton,  Brading, 
and  Chale,  the  dying  embers  of  the  Newport  outbreak. 
During  the  year  scarletina  was  present  at  Wootton,  Bin- 
stead,  Upton,  Bembridge,  Brading,  Borthwood,  Boude, 
St.  Lawrence,  Freshwater,  Totland  Bay,  Yarmouth,  and 
Northwood.  Diphtheria  was  present  at  Parkhurst  Prison, 
Horsebridge  Hill,  Staplers,  Binstead,  Ashey,  Brading, 
Bembridge,  Lake,  Wroxall,  St.  Lawrence,  Whitwell,  and 
Niton.  Membranous  croup  was  notified  as  present  in 
Bembridge  and  Wootton.  Enteric  fever  was  present  in 
the  Workhouse,  Parkhurst  Prison,  Horsebridge  Hill, 
Northwood,  Carisbrooke,  Haylands,  Lake,  and  Niton. 
A  case  of  continued  fever  at  Horsebridge  Hill  was  notified. 
There  were  two  cases  of  puerperal  fever ,  one  at  Haylands, 
the  other  at  Brading.  Measles  prevailed  at  Whippingham, 
Binstead,  Haven  Street,  Wroxall,  and  a  case  died  from 
this  disease  at  Parkhurst  Barracks.  There  were  many 
case  of  whooping  cough  at  Bookley,  Godshill,  Hale  Com¬ 
mon,  Combley  and  Duxmoor,  Haven  Street  and  Wootton, 
and  in  other  places.  The  cases  of  diarrhoea  were  simply 
isolated  cases  of  infantile  diarrhoea  and  of  the  diarrhoea 
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of  age.  Cases  of  idiopathic  erysipelas  occurred  in  various 
parts  of  your  district. 

It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  infectious 
diseases  are  now  notified  throughout  the  Isle  of  Wight. 
It  has  been  said  we  owe  to  cholera  much  of  the  advance 
in  sanitation  in  this  country.  Whether  this  be  so  or  not, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  the  leverage  of  a  cholera  scare  has 
been  from  time  to  time  a  valuable  aid  in  sanitary 
advance.  The  adoption  of  the  Act  for  the  compulsory 
notification  of  infectious  diseases  as  an  outcome  of  the 
lamentable  epidemic  of  enteric  fever  at  Newport,  in  the 
very  centre  of  your  district,  during  the  year  under  review 
has  given  a  protection  and  security  to  the  public  health 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Eural  Sanitary  District  which  it  did 
not  previously  possess.  In  all  probability  the  Act  is 
found  to  work  in  that  town  with  as  little  friction  and  as 
little  prejudice  to  private  interests  as  in  the  rest  of  the 
Island.  In  your  district  so  far  as  I  know  private  interests 
are  in  no  way  prejudiced  by  the  Act  and  there  is  absolute 
freedom  from  anything  like  friction,  and,  it  seems  to  me, 
there  is  no  room  for  friction  if  the  medical  practitioner 
obeys  the  law,  and  if  the  medical  officer  of  health  con¬ 
fines  his  attention  to  his  duties  and  does  not  attempt  to 
go  behind  the  “  notification.”  He  does  not  cease  to  be  a 
member  of  the  medical  profession,  and  he  has  his  duties 
to  his  professional  brother  as  well  as  to  his  office.  While 
notifications  were  promptly  made  by  the  medical  man 
in  attendance  upon  cases  of  infectious  disease,  the  head 
of  the  family  rarely  notified  in  your  district  in  1895  as  the 
law  requires  him  to  do. 

In  my  annual  reports  I  have  referred  from  year  to  year 
to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  efficient  isolation  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease,  and  especially  in  cases  of  scarletina,  in 
small  houses  and  cottage  homes.  The  distress  and 
labour  to  the  mother  attendant  upon  such  a  case  is  fre¬ 
quently  most  distressing  to  behold.  Since  I  have  had 
the  honour  to  hold  office  my  admiration  for  the  women 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight  peasantry  has  constantly  increased. 
Cook,  laundress,  sempstress,  children’s  maid,  and  house¬ 
maid,  they  have  to  add  to  their  duties  that  of  sick  nurse 
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when  a  case  of  scarletina  or  diphtheria  occurs  in  the 
family,  for  neighbours  are  scared  away  by  infectious 
disease.  This  fact  may  account  for  disease  not  spreading 
beyond  the  house;  but  the  wonder  is  that  in  so  many 
instances  it  does  not  spread  in  the  family.  That  it  does 
not  spread  is  evidence  of  the  devotion  of  the  mother  and 
of  her  intelligent  appreciation  of  the  instructions  given  by 
your  officers.  That  it  frequently  spreads  in  crowded 
houses,  whether  from  relaxation  of  effort  due  to  utter 
weariness  or  because  the  living  room  is  made  the  sick 
room  from  necessity,  is  to  be  expected.  The  long  period 
of  isolation — a  minimum  of  six  weeks  in  scarletina  is 
insisted  on  in  your  district — when  the  patient  is  apparently 
well  but  continues  poisonous,  adds  to  the  risk  of  this.  I 
have  observed  that  when  the  medical  attendant  orders  a 
hot  bath  to  be  given  night  and  morning  the  risk  of  the 
spread  of  scarletina  to  other  members  of  the  family  is 
greatly  diminished.  This  is  a  medical  measure  not 
included  in  the  instructions  given  by  your  officers  in 
every  case. 

As  in  former  years,  the  most  careful  attention  has  been  Disinfection, 
given  to  disinfection  in  every  case  of  infectious  disease. 
Disinfectants  are  supplied  free  of  cost  upon  the  principle 
that  the  community  should  pay  for  its  own  protection. 

At  the  end  of  the  case  it  is  the  duty  of  the  inspectors  to 
disinfect  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  patient  and  all  cloth¬ 
ing  and  bedding  by  means  of  sulphurous  acid  gas.  You 
have  no  means  of  disinfection  by  heat,  and  although  I 
have  frequently  called  your  attention  to  this  fact  I  must 
admit  that  during  the  twelve  years  or  more  I  have  had 
the  honour  to  act  as  medical  officer  of  health  in  your  dis¬ 
trict  I  have  found  sulphurous  acid  gas  a  sufficiently 
potent  germicide,  recurrent  cases  being  almost  unknown. 

During  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  disease  I  advise  the  spread  of  infee- 
managers  to  close  all  day  and  Sabbath-schools,  a  course  schooidlseases  at 
invariably  followed  by  a  rapid  subsidence  of  the  epidemic. 

There  is,  as  a  rule,  very  little  hesitation  in  adopting  the 
recommendation  as  regards  day-schools,  if  the  number  of 
cases  is  considerable  before  notification  is  made,  because 
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so  many  children  are  absent  from  school.  During  the 
past  year  it  was  necessary  to  close  the  schools  at  Eookley 
because  of  the  prevalence  of  whooping  cough,  at  Arreton 
and  Newchurch  because  of  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria, 
at  Binstead  because  of  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria  and 
scarletina,  and  at  Wootton  again  because  of  the  prevalence 
of  scarletina.  I  would  once  more  refer  to  the  association  of 
diphtheria  and  scarletina  which  in  some  instances  has 
occasioned  confusion  in  diagnosis.  A  person  convalescing 
from  scarletina  is  peculiarly  liable  to  be  affected  by  the 
poison  of  diphtheria,  and  the  disease  is  particularly  fatal  in 
such  a  case.  Bor  the  patient’s  safety  alone  it  would  be 
well  if  all  cases  of  scarletina  were  treated  in  hospital,  and 
if  by  chance  diphtheria  should  supervene  antitoxin  would 
be  at  once  injected,  a  plan  of  treatment  which  would 
appear  to  be  efficacious  in  many  instances  if  applied  at 
the  earliest  period  of  the  disease. 


isolation  The  compulsory  notification  of  infectious  diseases  is  a 

Hospital.  supor(3jna^on  0f  individual  liberty  to  the  general  well¬ 
being.  But  the  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a  poison 
inimical  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  is  of  little  ser¬ 
vice  if  it  cannot  be  rendered  innocuous.  In  time  to  come 
the  community  will  still  further  subordinate  individual 
liberty  to  the  common  good  by  the  compulsory  removal 
of  the  poison  from  its  midst.  The  isolation  hospital  is 
the  corollary  of  notification.  At  present  the  use  of  the 
isolation  hospital  is  voluntary,  and  as  the  opinion  pre¬ 
vails  widely  that  prejudice  against  it  would  prevent  its 
occupation  there  has  been  no  strong  inclination  to  provide 
it.  In  the  past  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  your  district 
no  doubt  held  this  view,  but  years  ago — I  think  as  far  back 
as  1886 — your  predecessors  resolved  “that  further  pro¬ 
vision  of  a  more  permanent  character  shall  be  made  for 
the  isolation  of  infectious  disease.”  This  was  long  before 
the  Notification  Act  was  passed,  and  when  the  only  pro¬ 
vision  was  a  hospital  tent. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  took  a 
broad  view  of  the  question,  as  they  were  able  to  do,  their 
district  extending  throughout  the  Island.  They  thought 
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the  proper  solution  of  the  isolation  problem,  for  a  commu¬ 
nity  of  70,000  to  80,000  people,  was  the  establishment 
of  one  hospital  in  a  central  position.  They  proceeded  to 
give  effect  to  their  decision  by  inviting  the  co-operation 
of  the  Urban  Authorities  of  the  Island,  but  without  effect. 
Feeling  that  one  good  hospital  properly  equipped  would 
be  of  greater  service  to  the  Isle  of  Wight  community  as  a 
whole  because  it  would  be  in  constant  use,  they  waited 
for  a  time  instead  of  taking  separate  action.  But  as  the 
Urban  Authorities  were  apparently  indifferent  to  the  sub¬ 
ject  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  in  1891  adopted  Mr. 
Baldwin  Fleming’s  suggestion  that  two  hospitals,  one  for 
each  Medene,  should  be  built — in  conjunction  with  the 
towns  if  posssible. 

In  1892  a  joint  committee  of  the  Rural  Sani¬ 
tary  Authority  and  of  the  Local  Boards  of  Sandown, 
Shanklin,  and  Yentnorwas  formed,  who  recommended  to 
their  several  Boards  that  a  joint  isolation  hospital  be 
established  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Apse  Heath  or  White- 
ley  Bank.  This  recommendation,  which  was  supported 
by  the  medical  officers  of  health  of  the  respective  Autho¬ 
rities,  was  unanimously  adopted.  An  agreement  for  the 
purchase  of  a  suitable  site  at  Apse  Health  was  unani¬ 
mously  affirmed,  and  the  several  Authorities  applied  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  the  grant  of  a  Provisional 
Order  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  their  scheme. 

In  1894  a  Local  Government  Board  inquiry  was  held 
at  Shanklin,  but  it  was  discovered  that  upon  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  the  medical  men  of  Yentnor,  some  of  whom 
gave  evidence  at  the  inquiry,  the  Council  of  that  towrn 
had  resolved  on  the  previous  evening  to  withdraw  from 
the  combination.  It  was  stated  that  to  serve  the  in¬ 
terests  of  Yentnor  the  hospital  must  be  placed  within  ten 
minutes’  walk  of  the  Wroxall  Railway  Station.  You  might 
with  greater  justice  have  withdrawn  because  the  pro¬ 
posed  site  was  not  in  the  centre  of  your  East  Medene  dis¬ 
trict.  It  was  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Sandown, 
some  two  miles  from  Shanklin,  and  four  and  a  half  miles 
from  Yentnor,  while  it  was  six  miles  from  Newport.  It 
may  very  reasonably  have  been  urged  by  the  medical  men 
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of  Newport  that  the  hospital  would  be  too  far  removed 
from  the  areas  of  their  practices  and  from  many  of  their 
patients  who  occupied  small  houses  and  who  would, 
therefore,  presumably  make  use  of  it.  The  inquiry 
was  abortive.  The  representatives  of  Ventnor  announced 
they  would  build  a  separate  hospital  for  their  town,  and 
you  negotiated  with  the  towns  of  Sandown  and  Shanklin 
with  a  view  to  carry  out  the  original  scheme.  But  the 
terms  offered  you  were  so  manifestly  unfair— namely,  that 
with  only  the  same  number  of  beds  allotted  to  you  as  to 
each  of  those  towns  you  should  contribute  in  proportion 
to  your  rateable  value — that  you  withdrew,  and  deter¬ 
mined  to  provide  one  hospital  for  the  whole  of  your  dis¬ 
trict  of  such  a  size  as  should  be  found  to  meet  its 
needs  for  isolation  purposes. 

Shanklin  and  Sandown  combined  and  obtained  a  Pro¬ 
visional  Order  which  will  enable  them  to  build  a  joint 
hospital. 

The  District  Council  of  Ventnor  adopted  a  different 
course.  Instead  of  proceeding  to  take  measures  to  pro¬ 
vide  an  isolation  hospital  for  Ventnor,  they  applied  to  the 
County  Council  to  form  a  hospital  district,  to  include  a 
considerable  area  of  your  district,  namely,  the  parishes 
of  Bonchurch,  St.  Lawrence,  Niton,  Whitwell,  and  part 
of  the  parish  of  Godshill. 

Active  opposition  was  offered  by  the  parishes  of  Niton 
and  Godshill  and  by  your  Council  at  the  inquiry  which 
was  held,  and  St.  Lawrence  was  also  opposed  to  the  pro¬ 
position,  but  the  Order  was  granted. 

Against  this  Order  you  have  very  properly  appealed  to 
the  Local  Government  Board. 

One  can  understand  such  an  Order  being  obtained  by 
two  Authorities  at  their  joint  request,  but  it  does  seem  a 
high-handed  procedure  for  one  Authority  to  attempt  to 
coerce  an  unwilling  Authority  to  combine  with  them  in 
order  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  use  the  rateable  value 
of  their  neighbour’s  district  to  provide  themselves  with 
the  means  of  isolation  and  to  obtain  other  personal 
advantages. 

You  have  to  secure  facilities  for  isolation  for  the  whole 
of  your  district,  and  you  must  necessarily  build  a  hospital 
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in  a  central  position.  Even  if  slices  of  your  area  were 
cut  off  for  the  benefit  of  the  different  towns  you  must  still 
provide  for  distant  districts  in  the  west,  south-west,  and 
east,  which  are  further  removed  from  the  centre  of  the 
Island  than  the  parishes  of  the  south. 

Is  it  suggested  that  you  should  build  a  number  of  small 
hospitals  for  these  sections  of  your  district,  and  that  your 
rateable  value  should  bear  the  burden  of  them  ? 

If  the  ambitions  of  Ventnor  are  to  be  satisfied,  will  the 
controlling  Authority  satisfy  the  ambitions  of  Shanklin, 
Sandown,  Ryde,  Newport,  and  Cowes?  If  so,  your  duties 
will  be  greatly  increased,  for  you  will  have  to  take  part  in 
the  management  of  several  hospitals  instead  of  one.  What¬ 
ever  your  views  as  to  the  well-being  of  the  Island  as  a 
whole  may  be,  you  have  not  attempted  to  coerce  other 
Authorities,  and  you  have  nothing  to  say  if  the  towns  pre¬ 
fer  to  build  small  hospitals  for  themselves ;  but  in  the  in¬ 
terest  of  your  district  you  are  bound  to  demand  the  use 
of  the  whole  of  your  rateable  value  for  the  common  good, 
in  order  that  you  may  build  and  maintain  an  isolation 
hospital  which  will  serve  its  needs  efficiently,  and  you  are 
bound  to  demand  that  when  one  administrative  hospital 
block  and  one  administration  will  meet  the  necessities  of  the 
case  you  shall  not  be  at  the  expense  of  providing  wholly 
or  in  part  other  administrative  blocks  and  other  adminis¬ 
trations.  If  it  be  contended  it  would  be  convenient  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  southern  parishes  to  have  a  hospital 
in  their  immediate  neighbourhood,  the  same  contention 
would  apply  with  greater  justice  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
more  remote  eastern  and  western  parishes.  In  a  sanitary 
sense  centres  of  population  like  Bembridge  and  Brading, 
Yarmouth  and  Freshwater,  are  of  no  less  importance  than 
the  villages  of  the  south,  and  they  may  as  reasonably 
claim  to  have  local  hospitals;  and  if  it  be  held  that 
groups  of  medical  men  should  have  isolation  hospitals  al¬ 
located  to  their  practices,  not  only  would  there  be  claims 
for  hospitals  in  the  east,  south-west,  and  west,  but  in  the 
centre,  north,  north-east,  and  south-east  other  hospital 
districts  would  he  granted,  if  consistency  is  to  be  main¬ 
tained,  as  soon  as  the  towns  apply  for  them. 

You  have,  however,  determined  the  manner  in  which 
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you  will  secure  the  safety  of  each  section  of  your  district 
as  regards  isolation  without  imposing  a  greater  burden 
upon  the  whole  body  of  ratepayers  than  is  necessary, 
which  you  would  do  if  you  were  to  consent  to  the 
division  of  your  area  into  small  hospital  districts  and 
were  to  build  other  hospitals  in  the  portions  not  so  ab¬ 
sorbed.  At  the  same  time  you  do  not  forget  you  are  the 
governing  body  of  thriving  watering  places,  which  have 
to  bear  the  burden  of  special  sanitary  rates  and  wThose 
material  interests  in  the  matter  of  rating  would  be  pre¬ 
judiced  if  any  attempt  to  exploit  your  district  for  the 
benefit  of  their  rival  watering  places  on  the  south-east 
coast  were  successful,  and  you  would  naturally  refuse  to 
be  forced,  by  what  you  consider  the  erroneous  views  of 
third  parties,  into  an  alliance  with  an  Authority  who  be¬ 
fore  taking  action  to  gain  certain  confessed  personal  ends 
did  not  consult  you  whose  intentions  for  the  common 
good  of  the  whole  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  East  Medene 
they  defeated  on  admitedly  personal  grounds. 

If  medical  men  of  the  coast  towns  desire  to  treat  any  of 
their  rural  patients  in  hospital  you  may,  and  probably 
would,  make  arrangements  for  payment  for  such  patients 
to  the  particular  Urban  Authority;  but  you  claim  to  be 
best  able  to  judge  a  subject  of  which  you  have  had  prac¬ 
tical  experience  for  many  years,  and1  your  demand  to 
administer  the  wThole  of  your  district  without  interference 
is  fair  and  reasonable.  The  rateable  value  of  rural  dis¬ 
tricts  tends  constantly  to  diminish,  while  the  rateable  value 
of  the  towns  tends  constantly  to  increase,  and  it  is  a  very 
serious  matter  from  the  sanitary  standpoint  that  you 
should  be  hampered,  and  interfered  with,  and  coerced  in 
the  financial  and  other  interests  of  the  towns.  And  in  this 
connection  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  again  point  out  that 
your  district  is  inadequately  represented  on  the  County 
Council,  and  that  questions  affecting  very  seriously  its  in¬ 
terests  are  decided  by  those  who  view  matters  from  the 
urban  point  of  view. 

In  a  small  area  like  that  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  where 
sectional  jealousies  obtain,  it  would  be  unfortunate  if  it 
came  to  appear  that  the  views  of  your  Council  as  to  the 
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necessities  of  the  important  district  you  administer  and 
for  which  you  are  responsible  are  disregarded. 

As  I  have  already  pointed  out,  for  many  years  the  Rural 
Sanitary  Authority  have  been  earnest  in  their  endeavours 
to  obtain  provision  for  the  isolation  of  infectious  diseases, 
and  when  the  towns  were  indifferent.  In  their  opinion 
this  end  would  best  be  secured  by  common  action.  All 
attempts  in  that  direction  having  failed,  you  have  used 
every  effort  to  obtain  a  suitable  site.  At  length  you 
have  agreed  to  purchase  such  a  site,  of  about  three  acres, 
at  a  point  which  is  the  geographical  centre  of  the  Island 
and,  therefore,  of  your  district,  and  you  have  obtained 
plans,  and  when  consent  is  given  you  are  prepared  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  build  a  suitable  hospital  which  can  be  enlarged  if 
it  is  found  necessary.  In  your  opinion  your  district  will 
be  efficiently  served  by  this  hospital;  you  believe,  and 
having  had  constant  practical  experience  you  are  capable 
of  judging,  that  cases  of  infectious  disease  can  be  removed 
from  all  parts  of  your  district,  without  detriment  to  the 
patient  or  to  the  public  health,  to  a  central  hospital,  and 
there  can  be  no  sufficient  reason  why  you  should  not 
separately  administer  the  whole  of  your  district  for  isola¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  for  all  other  purposes. 

The  subject  of  scavenging  has  engaged  your  attention  Scavenging, 
as  in  previous  years.  The  portions  of  your  district  wffiich 
you  had  most  successfully  scavenged  have  now  been 
added  to  urban  districts.  You  have  endeavoured  to  im¬ 
prove  the  scavenging  of  Brading  and  Bembridge.  The 
voluntary  scavenging  of  Carisbrooke  by  members  of  the 
parochial  committee  having  ceased,  you  now  let  the  work 
by  tender  there.  Scavenging  is  a  necessary  part  of  your 
duty,  for  without  a  public  system  filth  accumulates  about 
many  houses  in  every  district. 

The  deposit  of  the  refuse  of  the  towns  in  the  rural  area  Town  refuse, 
about  them  is  a  constant  source  of  nuisance  and  danger. 

Every  year  complaints  are  made,  more  particularly  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  towns,  of  the  annoyance  experienced 
from  this  cause.  The  bye-laws,  which  are  now  in  force, 
will  enable  you  to  control  the  matter  to  some  extent ;  hut 
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you  have  very  wisely  appealed  to  the  governing  authori¬ 
ties  of  all  the  towns  to  insert  in  their  scavenging  contracts 
certain  clauses  relating  to  the  deposit  of  their  refuse, 
which  they  have  consented  to  do.  You  may  with  advan¬ 
tage  make  further  representations  to  the  Urban 
Authorities  with  reference  to  the  carts  used  for  the 
removal  of  refuse,  which  should  in  every  case  be  covered. 

The  subject  of  bye-laws,  which  has  occupied  your 
attention  for  more  than  a  decade,  was  at  length  set  at 
rest  by  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  of  a 
modification  of  their  model  bye-laws  which  your 
predecessors  prepared.  Experience  will  show,  and  has 
already  shown,  that  additions  and  alterations  will  be 
necessary;  but  having  regard  to  the  influences  brought 
to  bear  by  a  small  minority  and  to  the  difficulties 
experienced  in  the  face  of  determined  opposition,  the 
inhabitants  of  your  district  are  to  be  congratulated  upon 
having  at  length  obtained  this  important  safeguard  to  the 
public  health,  the  realization  of  which  has  been  too  long 
delayed.  On  the  whole  there  has  been  little  complaint 
from  those  who  have  to  yield  obedience  to  the  bye-laws. 
Some  of  the  more  prominent  members  of  the  building 
trades  have  expressed  to  me  their  satisfaction  that  they 
are  now  guided  in  their  operations.  Objection  has  been  taken 
in  a  few  instances  to  the  regulation  which  requires  the  con¬ 
creting  of  the  site  of  a  house.  This  requirement,  which  was 
originally  omitted  after  considerable  discussion,  was  in¬ 
serted  at  the  instance  of  a  member  of  your  Council  who 
has  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  subject  and  whose  wide 
experience  is  of  the  greatest  value  to  you.  The  object 
of  concreting  the  site  of  a  house  is  not  simply  to  prevent 
damp  rising,  as  many  suppose,  but  to  exclude  the  ground 
air  which  is  forced  into  the  house  when  it  rains  together 
with  any  noxious  matter  or  organisms  it  may  contain. 

By  sec.  25,  sub-sec.  5  and  6,  of  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1894,  Rural  District  Councils  are  endowed  with  such 
powers  of  Urban  Sanitary  Authorities  under  the  Public 
Health  xkcts  or  any  other  Acts  as  the  Local  Government 
Board  by  general  order  direct;  and  the  powers  to  make 
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such  general  orders  are  in  addition  to  and  not  in  substi¬ 
tution  for  the  powers  conferred  on  the  Board  by  sec.  246, 
P.H.A.,  1875.  You  have  obtained  an  order  to  regulate 
hackney  carriages  at  Freshwater  and  Totland  Bay,  where 
such  regulations  have  long  been  necessary.  You  will 
probably  find  it  desirable  to  obtain  similar  orders  to  regulate 
other  matters,  such  as  bathing,  more  particularly  in  the 
watering  places  of  your  district. 

Sanitary  Authorities  exist  for  one  object  and  one  object 
only,  the  administration  of  the  Sanitary  Law.  The 
Sanitary  Law  of  this  country  is  by  no  means  perfect,  and 
it  requires  to  be  codified;  but  it  is  particularly  defective 
inasmuch  as  some  of  its  more  important  enactments  are 
permissive.  The  assumption  is  that  Sanitary  Authorities 
are  most  anxious  to  do  their  duty,  and  that  they  will 
therefore  seek  to  obtain  all  powers  requisite  to  this  end.  But 
this  is  not  universally  the  case,  and  if  they  are  sufficiently 
well  informed  as  to  the  sanitary  needs  of  their  respective 
districts,  considerations  of  expediency,  of  the  effects  of 
proposed  regulations  upon  the  operations  of  certain  trades, 
of  expense,  and  of  possible  prejudice  to  other  private 
interests  appear  sometimes  to  influence  Sanitary 
Authorities  in  opposition  to  the  one  paramount  duty 
which  devolves  upon  them— the  security  of  the  public 
health.  There  is,  and  has  been  in  recent  years,  I  think, 
sufficient  evidence  that  the  majority  of  the  Bural  Sanitary 
Authority  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  have  been  anxious  to  obtain 
for  their  district  the  benefits  of  enactments  they  were  not 
compelled  to  put  in  force.  The  compulsory  notification 
of  infectious  diseases  came  into  operation  in  your  district 
at  the  earliest  possible  date ;  and  the  Infectious  Diseases 
(Prevention)  and  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Acts 
were  adopted  as  soon  as  they  were  passed  by  the  Legisla¬ 
ture.  And  the  presumption,  therefore,  is  that  you  are  in¬ 
terested  in  the  improvements  in  the  Sanitary  Law  which 
take  place  from  year  to  year.  In  1895  sanitary  legislation 
was  exceedingly  meagre,  and  although  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  is  a  valuable  measure,  it  will  have  but 
little  application  in  your  district. 
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Every  sanitary  authority  of  a  rural  district  must  have 
arrived  at  the  conclusion,  if  they  have  had  such 
experiences  as  yours  upon  the  subject,  that  the  laws  with 
reference  to  water  and  its  pollution  are  wholly  inadequate. 
Every  stream  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  is  polluted  almost  to 
ts  source,  often  with  crude  sewage,  and  from  nearly  all 
the  streams  some  of  its  inhabitants  drink.  Until  recently 
you  could  not  take  action  under  the  Rivers  Pollution  Preven¬ 
tion  Act  if  the  source  of  pollution  existed  prior  to  the  passing 
of  the  Act.  Your  own  sewer  at  Carisbrooke  discharges 
directly  into  the  stream,  and  it  did  so  long  before  any 
attempt  was  made  to  prevent  the  pollutions  of  rivers  by 
law.  Although  no  prejudice  to  the  public  health  arises 
in  this  instance,  and  the  evil,  such  as  it  is,  will  be 
remedied  when  you  can  connect  with  the  Newport  sewer, 
it  is  not  very  long  since  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  New¬ 
port  drank  from  this  stream.  The  Rural  Sanitary 
Authority,  both  in  your  time  and  in  the  time  of  your 
predecessors,  have  done  much,  and  perhaps  almost  as 
much  as  can  be  done,  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  streams 
in  your  district ;  but  the  waters  of  a  stream  running 
through  a  highly  cultivated  country  having  farmsteads 
and  houses  on  its  banks  cannot  be  made  fit  to  drink  by 
the  action  of  a  Sanitary  Authority.  The  stream  is  the 
natural  drain  of  the  land,  and  to  it  will  be  carried  all 
kinds  of  impurities  while  those  impurities  continue  to 
exist,  whether  on  the  highway  or  on  any  other  portion  of 
the  land.  Sanitary  Authorities  should  therefore  make 
every  effort  to  obtain  independent  water  supplies  for  the 
people.  Permit  me  to  say  you  are  the  responsible 
authority  for  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  District,  and  while 
you  resist  to  the  utmost  any  attempt  which  may  be  made 
to  appropriate  your  rateable  value  by  other  authorities, 
objections  of  expense  advanced  by  those  already  provided 
must  not  be  permitted  to  influence  you  in  your  duty  of 
making  proper  provision  for  the  sanitary  requirements  of 
every  section  of  your  district.  Very  great  improvements 
have  been  made  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  District 
during  the  past  ten  or  twelve  years  as  regards  water 
supply.  •  Independent  water  supplies  have  been  provided 
for  many  places;  but  much  remains  to  be  done,  especially 
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in  the  clay  districts,  to  the  north  more  particularly,  but 
also  to  the  south  of  the  downs.  Much  misapprehension 
exists,  even  among  persons  who  would  be  expected  to 
inform  themselves  before  venturing  upon  criticism,  as  to 
your  powers  to  compel  owners  of  houses  to  provide  proper 
water  supplies  for  their  tenants.  If  such  a  supply  does 
not  exist  within  a  reasonable  distance  you  cannot  compel 
an  owner  to  expend  more  than  £8  13s.  4d.,  or  with  the 
consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board  £13,  in  providing 
it.  There  should,  of  course,  be  some  protection  of  the 
owner;  but  a  sum  so  small  is  quite  inadequate  in  many 
instances;  and,  although  the  enactment  is  of  great  value, 
there  should  be  some  further  provision  for  the  assistance 
of  sanitary  authorities  who,  however  willing,  are  quite 
unable  to  prevent  people  living,  say,  in  thatched  cot¬ 
tages  built  on  a  site  having  a  clay  subsoil,  going  to  a 
polluted  stream  for  their  drinking  water.  I  need  not 
remind  you  of  the  difficulties  there  have  been  even  with 
wealthy  landlords  in  your  district.  The  persistence  of  the 
Authority  has  resulted  in  a  very  adequate  remedy  in  two 
such  cases,  and  I  refer  to  them  because  the  owners  were 
deterred  by  other  considerations  than  by  unwillingness  to 
do  their  best  for  the  health  of  their  tenants.  In  one  case 
the  pumping  for  the  supply  of  a  town  had  lowered  the 
level  of  the  underground  water  beyond  the  limit,  and  in 
the  other  thatched  cottages  were  situated  on  the  weald 
clay. 

I 

It  is  sufficiently  well  known  that  great  danger  to  health 
arises  from  drinking  impure  water;  but  the  subject  is 
little  understood  by  the  people.  So  long  as  visible  im¬ 
purities  are  absent  and  the  sense  of  taste  is  not  offended, 
water  is  used  for  drinking  as  it  comes  from  the  well,  not¬ 
withstanding  repeated  warnings  that  it  is  dangerous  until 
it  has  been  boiled.  Water  may  have  a  bad  taste  or  it  may 
be  turbid  from  the  presence  of  impurities  without  causing 
disease,  while  other  water  vaunted  for  its  great  purity  and 
itspleasant  taste,  and  in  which  the  most  careful  and  search¬ 
ing  chemical  analysis  can  discover  nothing  wrong,  may 
be  highly  dangerous  and  may  spread  disease  and  death 
broadcast.  It  is  not  that  which  is  popularly  understood 
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as  impurities,  but  the  minute  organisms  of  which  I  have 
spoken,  which  produce  disease.  Some  of  these  are  water¬ 
borne.  The  poisons  of  cholera  and  enteric  fever  usually 
pass  into  the  body  in  drinking  water.  It  is  of  such 
poisons  the  sanitarian  is  thinking  when  he  considers  the 
question  of  water-supplies.  In  your  district  a  great  deal 
of  the  drinking  water  continues  unwholesome  in  spite  of 
all  which  has  been  done  and  is  being  done  ;  not  unwhole¬ 
some  in  the  conventional  sense,  but  unwholesome  because 
of  the  risk  of  contamination  with  the  poisons  which  pro¬ 
duce  disease.  The  situation  of  the  source  of  supply  and 
its  surroundings  rather  than  the  chemical  composition  of 
the  water  are  the  considerations  which  properly  deter¬ 
mine  the  question  of  the  wholesomeness  of  drinking  water. 
Streams  into  which  impurities  must  pass,  wells  sup¬ 
plied  from  the  soakage  of  the  surface  soil,  open  wells  into 
which  impurities  may  pass  from  the  surface  and  out  of 
which  water  is  dipped  in  vessels  which  may  carry  impuri¬ 
ties  to  it,  deep  wells  situated  near  farm-yards  or  in 
proximity  to  cesspits,  open  ponds  liable  to  be  fouled  by 
cattle,  are  all  improper  sources  of  drinking  water,  and  are 
all  used  as  such  in  different  parts  of  the  district. 

As  in  previous  years,  you  have  had  under  consideration 
constantly  during  the  year  the  means  available  for  ob¬ 
viating  the  risks  arising  from  this  cause.  Wells  have  been 
reconstructed,  puddled,  and  cemented,  and  their  heads 
raised  above  the  surface,  and  covers  and  pumps  have  been 
affixed  to  them ;  old  wells  have  been  closed  and  new 
wells  have  been  dug  in  their  places,  and  rain-water  sup¬ 
plies  have  been  provided.  But  more  especially  your  at¬ 
tention  has  been  given  to  the  provision  of  independent 
water-supplies  for  villages  and  groups  of  houses.  Your 
district  is  particularly  difficult  in  the  matter  of  water- 
supply.  In  the  sections  which  have  the  secondary  rocks 
at  the  surface  water  issues  from  the  upper  greensand 
above  the  gault  to  the  south,  and  from  the  chalk  above 
the  London  clay  to  the  north  of  the  downs ;  but  a  con¬ 
siderable  population  are  settled  upon  the  gault  and  weald 
clay,  and  the  stream  bearing  its  impurities  to  the  sea  is 
resorted  to.  When  the  lower  greensand  is  at  the  surface 
the  wells  are  particularly  liable  to  pollution  from  surface 
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soakage.  Wide  districts  of  the  tertiary  formations  to  the 
north  of  the  downs  have  the  Bembridge  and  Hampstead 
clays  at  the  surface,  or  alluvial  clay,  and  water  cannot  be 
found,  in  the  absence  of  deposits  of  alluvial  gravel,  with¬ 
out  going  to  a  considerable  depth  ;  the  chalk  streams, 
therefore,  are  the  only  sources  available  to  the  people 
when  their  rain-water  supplies  are  exhausted,  and  they 
drink  from  them  often  after  they  have  acted  as  the  main 
drains  of  considerable  areas. 

Among  the  villages  of  which  I  have  spoken  is  Brigh-  Brighstone 
stone,  on  the  south-west  coast,  situated  in  part  upon  the  waterbUppiy' 
wealden  and  in  part  upon  the  gault  and  lower  greensand. 

The  stream  which  runs  through  the  place  has  been  from 
time  immemorial  the  chief  source  of  water-supply.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  year  you  completed  the  laying  of 
pipes  throughout  Brighstone  which  convey  pure  water  to 
the  people  from  the  head  of  the  stream  at  Buddle-hole 
spring,  where  it  issues  from  the  upper  greensand  above 
the  gault.  Since  then  you  have  arranged  to  continue  the 
service  to  Thorncross.  You  have  received  every  assistance 
from  the  principal  landlord,  who  generously  gave  you  such 
of  his  rights  in  the  water  as  you  needed.  In  conjunction 
with  the  adjoining  landowners  you  will  receive  further 
assistance  from  him  in  the  proposed  extension.  Thus  is 
ending  happily,  in  an  enormous  benefit  to  the  people  of 
that  section  of  your  district,  a  series  of  efforts  continued 
through  many  years  in  the  face  of  difficulties  and  obstacles 
of  no  ordinary  character,  and  an  acrimonious  contro¬ 
versy.  It  ought  not  to  be  so  difficult  to  procure  for  the 
community  one  of  the  first  necessities  of  existence,  and 
when  one  considers  the  object  in  view  it  seems  scarcely 
credible  such  paltry  side  issues  could  have  hindered  it  for 
such  a  lengthened  period. 

The  provision  of  an  independent  water-supply  at  Wroxaii  water- 

1  x  4/  supply. 

Wroxall,  a  populous  village  situated  on  the  gault  near  the 
south-east  coast,  but  separated  from  it  by  the  southern 
range  of  downs,  has  been  in  contemplation  for  many  years. 

There  is  scarcely  a  village  in  the  Island  which  needs  it 
more,  and  yet  the  obstacles  to  its  attainment  have  seemed 
insuperable.  Following  the  usual  course,  the  early 


30 


opposition  came  from  the  locality  People  who  had 
water  were  disinclined  to  pay  for  those  who  had  none, 
and  those  who  were  without  water  deprecated  additional 
rates  and  were  willing  to  go  on  as  they  were.  Some  of 
these  opposed  the  water  scheme  because  it  would  benefit 
a  person  who  owned  a  row  of  cottages  insufficiently 
supplied  with  rain-water.  Then  came  the  opposition  of 
the  parish,  and  the  formation  of  a  special  drainage  district 
was  demanded.  But  the  difficulty  was  to  draw  a 
boundary  line  which  would  not  include  houses  or  fields 
the  owners  and  occupiers  of  which  would  not  be  directly 
benefited,  and  when  at  length  after  infinite  trouble  the 
boundaries  were  settled  the  Local  Government  Board 
refused  to  sanction  a  special  drainage  district  because  the 
Authority  had  the  power  to  levy  water  rents.  Had  the 
Sanitary  Authority  of  that  time  firmly  determined  to  ful¬ 
fil  its  obligations  to  the  Wroxall  people  in  the  matter  of 
water-supply  the  probability  is  all  the  time  and  infinite 
labour  would  have  been  saved  and  much  enmity  and 
ill-feeling  avoided.  But  the  Authority  declined  to  force 
a  scheme  of  water-supply  upon  Wroxall  when  the 
parochial  committee  disapproved,  forgetting  that  the 
actual  disapproval  may  be  only  the  voice  of  three  or  four 
people  opposed  to  the  best  interests  of  a  whole  population. 
And  while  the  Authority  were  doing  nothing  an  earnest 
resident  called  a  meeting  in  the  village,  a  committee  was 
appointed,  and  an  engineer  employed.  A  scheme  was 
elaborated  which  the  Authority  adopted,  and  in  1894  an 
inquiry  was  held  and  leave  to  borrow  some  £1800  was 
granted  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  The  contract 
was  let,  but  the  obstacles  and  delays  due,  apparently,  to 
the  lawyers  of  the  owners  of  the  proposed  source  of  sup¬ 
ply  caused  the  scheme  to  be  abandoned.  Another  source 
of  supply  at  a  greater  elevation  to  the  south-east  of  the 
village  has  been  fonnd  on  land  belonging  to  the  Norwich 
Union  Insurance  Company;  and  as  the  interests  of  the 
community  and  the  Company  are  in  accord  in  the  matter, 
and  as  a  member  of  your  Council  who  has  done  earnest 
work  in  helping  forward  this  beneficent  undertaking  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  he  represents  is  a  tenant  of  the 
Company,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  lawyers  who  represent 
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the  vendors  will  be  modest  in  their  demands  in  order  that 
there  may  be  no  further  delay  in  carrying  out  the  work. 

Although  no  active  measures  have  been  hitherto  taken,  Eroding  water- 
the  need  of  an  independent  water-supply  for  the  town  of  &upply* 
Brading  has  long  been  recognised.  Supplied  from  public 
wells  which  have  one  after  another  been  closed  as  they 
became  contaminated,  and  from  very  deep  not  readily 
accessible  private  wells  in  the  chalk,  the  water  of  Brading 
has  slowly  diminished  as  its  buildings  and  population 
have  increased.  Bain- water  supplies  have  been  sanctioned 
for  new  houses,  and  there  has  come  to  be  a  want  of 
confidence  in  the  public  wells  as  if  one  were  conscious 
they  may  at  any  time  go  wrong.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
southern  elevated  part  of  Brading  which  is  situated  on  the 
chalk  having  drawn  attention  to  the  deficiency  of  avail¬ 
able  water  there,  you  applied  to  the  Isle  of  Wight  Water 
Company  to  know  if  they  would  supply  the  town  or 
permit  you  to  do  so.  They  are  willing  to  extend  their 
mains  from  Sandown  if  they  are  paid  annually  a  clear  ten 
per  cent,  on  their  outlay  .This  you  were  unwilling  to  agree 
to,  and  you  are  now  seeking  a  local  source  of  supply. 

The  investigations  are  in  the  hands  of  the  parochial  com¬ 
mittee.  There  are  two  possible  sources  from  which 
Brading  may  be  supplied :  the  chalk,  which,  other  things 
being  equal,  would  appear  the  most  desirable,  and  the 
Bracklesham  or  Bagshot  tertiary  beds.  In  either  case  it 
would  be  neceesary  to  pump  the  water  to  a  reservoir  on 
the  down. 

You  have  determined  to  extend  the  Byde  water  main  Haven  street ' 
to  Haven  Street,  which  will  be  the  best  solution  of  the 
water  difficulty  in  that  clay  district.  This  extension  will 
enable  you  to  supply  Upton,  a  district  of  dairy  farms. 

Indeed,  but  for  the  offer  of  the  owner  of  one  of  these  to 
contribute  £100  to  the  cost  of  the  undertaking  it  is  doubt¬ 
ful  if  the  over-burdened  parish  of  Ashey  would  have 
consented  to  the  outlay.  But  the  great  object  of  the 
parish  of  Ashey  is  to  increase  its  rateable  value,  and  the 
first  step  in  that  direction  is  the  provision  of  a  good  water- 
supply,  for  without  it  people  do  not  like  to  build. 
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Tinker’s  Lane 
water-supply. 


The  subject  of  the  water  supply  of  Tinker’s  Lane,  or 
Pallance  Road  as  it  is  now  called,  has  been  perennial  for 
about  a  quarter  of  a  century.  The  parish  of  Northwood 
are  willing  to  do  their  best  to  secure  it.  This  would  seem 
to  be  a  case  in  which  the  interests  of  the  public  and  the 
landowner  are  one,  and  an  arrangement  should  not  he 
difficult.  The  landowner  owns  the  water  which  issues 
from  the  gravel  overlying  the  clay  on  the  top  of  the  hill 
on  the  slope  of  which  the  hamlet  lies.  It  is  led  in  a  too 
small  pipe  from  the  source  of  supply  in  Ruffin’s  Copse  to 
some  of  the  neighbouring  farms.  But  other  farm-houses 
and  cottages  of  the  estate  in  the  neighbourhood  are  badly 
off  for  water,  and  it  would  be  well  if  they  could  be  inclu¬ 
ded  in  a  wider  scheme  than  any  hitherto  contemplated. 
The  surplus  water  was  offered  you  for  five  years,  but  you 
did  not  feel  justified  in  laying  water  pipes  on  such  a  short 
lease.  It  is  scarcely  creditable  that  the  overflow  of  such 
an  abundant  supply  cannot  be  piped  to  the  houses  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  which  are  without  water.  The  same 
owner  bestowed  upon  Whitwell  as  a  free  gift  the  water 
which  has  been  such  a  great  blessing  to  the  place. 


Newbridge, 
Ningwood, 
Wellow,  and 
Shalfleet  water- 
supply. 


After  years  of  endeavour  to  provide  a  separate  water- 
supply  for  Calbourne,  Newbridge,  Ningwood,  and 
Shalfleet,  you  have  reverted  to  the  original  suggestion  to 
supply  them  from  the  chalk  at  Calbourne.  On  account 
of  the  apathy,  not  to  use  a  stronger  term,  of  your  pre¬ 
decessors,  the  scheme  was  frustrated  as  regards  Calbourne 
by  the  cleansing  of  a  deep  well  which  had  become 
polluted.  It  was  a  short-sighted  policy  on  the  part  of 
those  at  Calbourne  who  determined  the  matter.  You 
have  now  obtained  plans  and  estimates  for  leading  the 
water  from  Lynch  Lane  by  gravitation  to  the  district 
north  of  it,  including  Wellow.  The  Calbourne  Parochial 
Committee  objected  to  the  inclusion  of  Calbourne,  and 
the  village  of  Calbourne  is  to  be  omitted,  but  you  will 
scarcely  consent  that  no  house  in  the  parish  of  Calbourne 
is  to  be  supplied  should  the  scheme  be  carried  out.  The 
object  of  the  Committee  would  appear  to  be  to  throw  the 
whole  of  the  cost  upon  the  parish  of  Shalfleet,  and  the 
responsibility  must  necessarily  rest  in  large  measure  upon 
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that  parish,  seeing  that  so  many  of  its  inhabitants  now 
drink  the  water  of  polluted  streams. 

The  water  of  the  Freshwater  and  Yarmouth  Water  Freshwater  and 

Yarmouth 

Company  from  the  chalk  at  Freshwater  Gate  has  been  water-supply, 
laid  on  during  the  year  to  new  houses  and  to  many  old 
houses,  especially  in  Yarmouth.  The  main  is  to  be  con¬ 
tinued  to  Bouldnor.  It  must  ever  be  a  subject  of  regret 
and  reproach  that  your  predecessors  did  not  act  upon  the 
advice  given  them  to  provide  Freshwater  with  an 
independent  water-supply.  It  might  have  been  done  at 
far  less  outlay  than  the  present  works  have  cost,  and  such 
a  prime  necessity  of  life  as  pure  water  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  community.  The  Freshwater  Parochial 
Committee  have  recommended  you  to  endeavour  to  pur¬ 
chase  the  waterworks.  But  the  Company  are  becoming 
prosperous,  as  they  must  be,  and  they  are  not  likely  to 
consent  to  terms  which  you  would  accept.  About  three 
or  four  years  ago  if  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  had 
acted  upon  the  advice  tendered  them  the  waterworks  might 
now  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  ratepayers.  The 
Local  Government  Board  have  called  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  two  houses  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  the  well  from  which  the  water  is  pumped  to  the 
reservoir  on  Afton  Down  drain  into  cesspits.  These  were 
built  long  before  the  well  was  made.  Great  care  has 
been  taken  that  new  houses  near  the  waterworks  should 
have  earth  closets  and  dispose  of  their  slop-water  upon 
the  surface  of  the  land.  You  have  no  power  to  interfere 
with  the  cesspits  save  by  “  injunction,”  but  in  such  an 
important  matter  as  the  risk  of  possible  contamination  of 
the  water-supply  of  a  large  population  you  have  no  choice 
but  to  minimise  the  risk,  however  small  it  be,  to  the  very 
utmost.  You  will  probably  scavenge  the  cesspits  regularly, 
and  if  they  are  not  absolutely  watertight  you  will  be  at 
the  expense  of  making  them  so.  It  is  very  difficult  to 
ensure  tight  cesspits,  for  if  they  do  not  leak  at  first  it  is 
not  difficult  to  knock  out  a  brick  to  enable  the  contents  to 
soak  away  in  porous  soil  in  order  to  avoid  the  trouble  and 
expense  of  scavenging. 

At  Binstead,  Gunvilla,  and  Horsebridge  Hill  you  have  Water  peters, 
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double  sets  of  water  meters.  The  absurd  inadequacy  of 
these  to  properly  measure  the  water  which  passes  through 
them  has  again  been  proved  to  you.  At  Horsebridge  Hill, 
where  you  have  a  reservoir  of  known  capacity,  some 
better  plan  may  be  devised ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  suggest 
an  alternative  at  the  other  places.  Some  arrangement 
like  a  Duckett’s  dipper  with  a  dial  which  would  register 
every  time  it  turned  over  would  meet  the  case,  but  a 
reservoir  would  be  needed. 

Sewers.  The  important  obligation  of  providing  sewers  for  people 

to  drain  into  occupied  your  most  careful  attention  during 
the  year  under  review.  This  subject  is  by  no  means  so 
simple  as  the  criticism  of  amateur  sanitarians  would 
seem  to  suggest. 

Bembridge  You  decided  to  sewer  Lock’s  Lane  and  Lane  End,  a 

sewei-  work  which  local  timidity  has  delayed.  Nothing  serves 
more  to  emphasise  the  advantage  of  wide  administra¬ 
tion  in  sanitary  matters  than  the  provision  of  independent 
water-supplies  and  sewers.  The  judgment  of  men  on 
the  spot  is  so  likely  to  be  warped  if  they  themselves  are 
supplied  with  sufficient  water  and  means  of  drainage,  and 
it  is  so  easy  to  produce  a  scare  by  gloomy  prognostications 
of  ruinous  rates,  that  if  it  were  not  that  members  of  the 
responsible  authority  in  no  way  connected  with  the 
locality  were  able  to  take  broad  views  many  places  would 
be  denied  the  advantages  of  these  important  improvements 
unnecessarily  for  many  years.  In  a  developing  watering 
place  the  existence  of  a  proper  water-supply  and  sewers 
stimulates  advance,  and  advance  signifies  increase  of 
rateable  value.  The  larger  expenditure  representing 
interest  and  sinking  fund  of  a  loan  is  counterbalanced  by 
a  larger  and  yearly  increasing  income. 

Hayiands  sewer.  The  unfortunate  sewer  at  Haylands  has  occasioned  less 
trouble  than  in  recent  years,  the  penstock  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  level  portion  of  it  having  kept  it  working ; 
but  it  always  contains  stagnant  sewage.  The  engineer 
you  employed  last  reported,  as  the  previous  one  did,  that 
the  only  effectual  plan  of  remedying  the  defects  was  to 
relay  that  part  of  the  sewer  which  was  badly  laid.  He 
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also  prepared  plans  for  additional  ventilators  and  for 
relaying  the  brick-on-edge  drain  behind  bouses  in  the 
Upton  Road,  in  which  there  has  been  much  sickness,  with 
socketed  pipes. 

You  extended  the  sewer  in  the  main-road  at  Wootton  Wootton  sewer, 
and  the  New  Road  and  Red  Road  sewers  to  Wootton 
Creek.  They  formerly  discharged  into  a  watercourse  and 
were  therefore  a  source  of  nuisance.  The  consideration 
of  the  proposition  to  extend  the  main  sewer  to  the  Newport 
Road,  where  building  operations  are  active,  has  been  post¬ 
poned  at  the  request  of  the  Parochial  Committee. 

Your  predecessors  ordered  the  engineer  who  has  re-  Carisbrooke 

_  pi  p  sewer. 

sewered  Newport  to  prepare  plans  tor  the  sewerage  ot 
Carisbrooke.  As  his  instructions  were  indefinite  jhe 
provided  for  possible  extensions  in  the  future.  The 
importance  of  doing  this  has  been  illustrated  in  your 
district  and  notably  at  Yarmouth,  where  considerable 
expense  will  presently  be  thrown  upon  the  ratepayers 
which  would  not  have  been  necessary  had  this  precaution 
been  taken  twenty  years  ago.  The  Parochial  Committee 
of  Carisbrooke  requested  you  to  reject  the  scheme  and 
place  the  sewering  of  the  village  in  other  hands.  _This 
was  done  and  a  much  smaller  area  was  alone  provided 

for.  A  great  deal  of  unnecessary  acrimony  and  personal 
feeling,  most  detrimental  to  the  public  health,  was 
imported  into  the  discussion,  and  charges  were  made 
which  were  absolutely  untrue.  You  paid  some  £125  for 
the  first  plans  and  survey,  and  I  am  informed  the  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  the  work  proposed  to  be  done  is  as  great  as 
under  those  plans.  It  is  of  the  first  importance  that  when 
the  cost  of  sanitary  improvements  in  a  village  falls  upon 
a  parish  wholly  agricultural,  the  greatest  possible  care 
should  be  exercised  in  keeping  down  the  expenses  to  the 
lowest  possible  point  compatible  with  efficiency,  and 
every  one  would  be  inclined  to  excuse  much  warmth  and 
unintentional  misrepresentation  under  the  circumstances 
in  discussing  rival  schemes ;  but  sanitary  authorities  have 
to  look  into  the  future,  and  a  sewerage  scheme  which  does 
not  admit  of  considerable  extension  should  not  be 
sanctioned  for  any  district.  I  have  been  told  that  if  it 
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be  proposed  to  provide  sanitary  improvements  at  a  given 
time  at  a  certain  outlay  and  some  one  comes  along  and 
offers  to  provide  those  improvements  for  a  hundred 
pounds  less  his  offer  should  be  accepted.  I  need  scarcely 
point  out  that  this  principle  is  not  one  which  responsible 
sanitary  authorities  can  accept.  The  carrying  out  of  the 
sewerage  of  Carisbrooke  has  been  delayed  by  failure  to 
agree  with  the  Corporation  of  Newport  upon  the  sum  to 
be  paid  for  connection  with  the  sewer  of  that  borough, 
which  has  been  brought  to  the  boundary  of  the  district 
for  this  purpose.  I  think  any  unprejudiced  person  must 
agree  that  the  propositions  formulated  by  the  Carisbrooke 
Parochial  Committee  and  accepted  by  your  Council  are  not 
inequitable.  It  was  suggested  that  some  6s.  or  7s.  per 
head  per  annum  of  the  population  of  the  portion  of 
Carisbrooke  to  be  sewered  should  be  paid  to  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  Newport  for  three  years,  and  that  then  adjustment 
should  be  made,  it  being  concluded  the  actual  average  cost 
per  head  of  treating  the  sewage  would  then  be  known. 
Failing  this,  it  was  suggested  the  Local  Government 
Board  should  be  called  upon  under  the  section  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  to  fix  the  amount  to  be  paid.  It  is 
unfortunate  in  the  public  interests  that  the  spirit  of  amity 
should  be  so  little  manifested  in  the  relations  of  the 
different  Isle  of  Wight  authorities  with  one  another. 
The  interests  of  the  population  of  the  whole  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight  are  one  as  regards  the  public  health,  and  these 
interests  should  be  regarded  as  too  sacred  to  admit  of 
squabbles  and  contentions  and  bargain-making  between 
the  different  bodies  of  custodians  elected  to  safeguard 
those  interests.  It  is  but  fair  to  the  Borough  of  Ryde  to 
say  they  have  exhibited  not  infrequently  much  courtesy 
and  an  enlightened  generosity  which  have  often  prevented 
friction  in  their  relations  with  their  neighbours.  It  is 
true  they  charge  Is. 3d.  per  thousand  gallons  for  water, 
which  is  threepence  too  much;  but  they  permit  the 
sewage  of  Haylands  to  pass  through  their  sewers  for 
a  capital  sum  of  20s.  per  house,  but  they  do  not  treat 
their  sewage. 


Ya™°"th  New  houses  are  being  added  to  Yarmouth  year  by  year, 
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and  you  have  found  it  necessary  to  provide  for  their 
drainage.  You  have  determined  to  lay  a  sewer  for  the 
drainage  of  nearly  all  the  houses  in  Station  Eoad,  to  join 
the  Mill  Street  sewer,  which  you  propose  to  relay.  The 
old  sewer  of  Yarmouth  and  its  house  connections  when¬ 
ever  exposed  are  an  object  lesson  of  inefficient  sanitary 
administration. 

The  Colwell  Bay  sewer  laid  by  the  War  Department  to  Colwell  Bay 
the  sea  from  Golden  Hill  Fort  has  caused  a  nuisance  at 
the  outfall  which  upon  your  representations  has  been 
carried  below  low-water  mark.  The  sewer  will  be  of  service 
in  that  part  of  your  district,  as  by  arrangement  with  the 
owners  of  the  land  houses  conveniently  situated  for  that 
purpose  will  be  permitted  to  be  drained  into  it. 

The  Totland  Bay  Sewer  was  completed  in  the  previous  Totland  Bay 

J  r  sewer. 

year,  but  the  house  connections  were  made  during  the 
year  under  review.  The  road  ventilators  proved  so 
great  a  nuisance  before  the  flushing  was  properly 
done  that  you  acceded  to  the  wishes  of  the  Parochial 
Committee  to  close  them  and  to  erect  shaft  ventilators. 

With  proper  flushing  arrangements,  and  with  no 
drain  opening  in  any  house,  and  with  open-air  dis¬ 
connections  upon  every  house  drain,  the  ventilation  of 
a  sewer  seems  unnecessary.  A  series  of  pressure  valves 
to  prevent  traps  being  forced  would  meet  every  require¬ 
ment,  one  would  suppose.  It  may  be  wise,  however,  to 
make  concessions  to  sentiment,  even  at  some  cost. 

Apparently  without  thought  of  what  it  involved,  a  few  Freshwater 

A,  -i  .  sewer.  • 

persons  at  Freshwater  were  ambitious  of  making  it  a 
town.  They  persuaded  others  to  join  them,  and  49 
memorialised  the  County  Council  to  make  about  600  acres 
of  its  area  a  local  board  district.  An  inquiry  was  held 
and  an  order  was  readily  granted.  Then  half  of  those 
who  had  signed  the  memorial  and  some  60  other  persons 
memorialised  your  predecessors  to  appeal  against  the 
order.  A  Local  Government  Board  inquiry  was  held 
and  the  order  was  disallowed,  but  the  Bural  Sanitary 
Authority  were  required  to  undertake  the  sewering  of  the 
place.  One  of  the  complaints  made  was  that  the 
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Sanitary  Authority  had  not  provided  sewers,  and  evidence 
was  given  to  the  effect  that  sewers  would  cost  £6,000. 
A  Local  Government  Board  inquiry  was  held  by  Col. 
Ducat,  C.E.,  in  response  to  your  application  for  leave  to 
borrow  £15,000  for  purposes  of  sewerage.  There  had 
been  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to 
consider  the  question,  and  who  did  so,  that  Freshwater 
would  be  a  very  difficult  place  to  sewer,  and  the  rough 
estimates  made  from  time  to  time  went  to  show  the  cost 
would  be  greater  than  the  rateable  value  would  bear. 
But  this  was  some  years  back,  and  the  rateable  value  of 
Freshwater  his  increased  considerably  since  then.  At 
the  same  time  a  charge  of  some  £900  a  year  for  sinking 
fund  and  interest,  in  addition  to  permanent  charges,  means 
a  considerable  burden  on  the  rates.  On  the  other  hand 
Freshwater  needs  sewers.  Its  more  distant  rivals  among 
the  Island  watering  places  are  sewered,  as  is  its  nearer 
rival,  Totland  Bay.  The  action  of  your  Council, 
encouraging  the  belief  that  the  undertaking  was  on  the 
eve  of  accomplishment,  has  stimulated  building  operations, 
and  the  erection  of  houses  of  a  class  superior  to  most  of 
those  built  in  Freshwater  during  recent  years  is  in  con¬ 
templation  or  is  being  carried  out.  If  now  the  proposition 
to  make  sewers  is  abandoned  in  the  presence  of  a  threa¬ 
tened  opposition  the  development  of  Freshwater  will 
receive  a  check  from  which  it  may  not  recover  for  many 
years.  But  it  may  also  be  checked  by  a  financial  burden 
it  is  unable  to  bear,  and  this  must  be  guarded  against. 
The  Local  Government  Board  Inspector,  fully  appreciating 
the  difficulties  of  the  situation,  has  made  suggestions, 
especially  with  reference  to  the  outfall  works  for  which 
some  £4000  was  demanded,  and  discussion  on  the 
subject  with  your  engineer  is  now  proceeding.  When 
this  matter  is  settled,  and  on  account  of  the  levels  no 
further  steps  can  be  taken  until  then,  it  may  be  wise  to 
sewer  only  Freshwater  Gate  and  School  Green  at  first, 
although  Norton  Green  needs  a  sewer  badly,  and  new  houses 
have  been  built  with  the  view  to  a  sewer  to  drain  into.  It 
will  be  your  duty  to  continue  to  regard  sewers  as  a  sanitary 
necessity  at  Freshwater,  and  any  efficient  system  of 
scavenging,  and  such  a  system  you  will  be  compelled  to 
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adopt  in  the  absence  of  sewers,  will  involve  a  large  annual 
outlay. 

No  Sanitary  Authority  can  contemplate  the  making  Flushingsewera 
sewers  and  can  maintain  existing  sewers  in  good  working 
order  apart  from  effective  means  of  flushing.  It  is  an 
obligation  under  sec.  19  P.H.A.,  1875,  and  flushing  can¬ 
not  be  satisfactorily  accomplished  in  any  place  without  an 
independent  water-supply. 

The  resolution  that  “Plans  of  all  sewers  in  the  Autho-  plans of  sewers- 
rity’s  district  should  be  made,  and  tracings  made  for  the 
use  of  the  Medical  Officer  and  the  Inspectors,”  has  not 
yet  been  carried  out. 

You  appealed  to  the  Local  Government  Board  against 
an  order  of  the  County  Council  which  transferred  to  District  of 
Yentnor  the  district  of  Steephill.  This  area  contained  275 
acres,  88  houses,  a  rateable  value  of  £3158  (gross),  £2600 
(net),  and  365  inhabitants,  and  was  part  of  the  parish  of 
Godshill.  As  the  result  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
inquiry  the  order  was  sustained. 

The  fact  that  the  order  was  maintained  is  taken  as 
evidence  of  the  justice  of  it,  and  you  have  been  reflected 
on  for  appealing  against  it.  The  justice  or  otherwise  of 
the  annexation  is  not  the  question.  The  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  probably  considered  whether  the  public 
interests  would  be  so  far  prejudiced  by  the  order  as  to 
justify  them  in  taking  upon  themselves  a  responsibility 
which  the  local  controlling  authority  had  assumed.  You 
resisted  the  order  at  the  request  of  the  district,  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  which  unanimously  objected  to  be  transferred 
to  Ventnor.  I  think  96  per  cent,  of  the  owners  and 
occupiers  memorialised  you.  They  had  no  power  of 
themselves  to  take  action,  and  they  called  upon  you  to 
exercise  your  power  against  what  they  considered  a 
tyranny  and  injustice.  You  resisted  the  order,  also,  on 
behalf  of  the  parish  of  Godshill,  the  rateable  value  of 
which  was  diminished  by  the  order,  that  is  to  say  the 
order  placed  an  additional  burden  upon  the  land,  or  rather 
every  ratepayer  in  the  parish  of  Godshill  was  compelled 
by  the  order  to  pay  higher  rates  while  the  burden  of  the 
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ratepayers  of  Ventnor  was  to  the  same  extent  diminished. 
This  was  the  view  taken  by  the  parish  of  Godshill,  and  it 
is  a  view  which  yon  have  to  consider  because  you  have 
found  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  sanitary  advance  is 
the  cost  of  it.  The  parish  is  the  contributory  area,  and 
it  is  not  unreasonable  that  a  ratepayer  who  will  receive 
no  direct  benefit  from  a  proposed  improvement  should 
oppose  it,  more  especially  if  the  incidence  of  rating 
presses  him  heavily,  and  you  resisted  the  order  as  the 
Sanitary  Authority  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Eural  district. 
Unfortunately  it  is  only  too  evident  the  establishment  of 
a  County  Council  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Act,  has  increased  and  accentuated  the 
antagonisms  of  local  administration  to  the  detriment  of 
the  public  well-being.  The  exigencies  of  the  political 
situation  caused  the  majority  in  your  district — who  in  the 
present  stage  are  the  least  sensitive  to  and  the  least 
informed  about  local  affairs  and  local  interests  from  the 
point  of  view  of  sanitary  administration — to  choose 
politicians  in  the  towns,  most  of  them  members  of  the 
governing  bodies  of  the  towns,  to  represent  them  on  the 
County  Council.  They  chose  their  representatives  upon 
the  grounds  of  imperial  politics  and  not  on  the  grounds  of 
local  requirements.  The  result  has  been  a  prepondera¬ 
ting  urban  influence  in  the  County  Council.  This  was 
evidenced  when  their  General  Purposes  Committee  with 
a  quorum  of  three  members  were  endowed  with  all  the 
powers  of  the  Council  in  order  that  they  might  bring  the 
Local  Government  Act  into  operation  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight.  Your  district  was  chiefly  affected,  and  yet  there 
were,  I  believe,  only  two  residents  in  it  members  of  the 
Committee.  If  the  Committee  had  possessed  the  local 
knowledge  of  your  Council  they  would  scarcely  have 
ventured  upon  some  of  the  changes  which  were  made,  and 
they  would  not  have  left  unaltered  some  of  the  anomalies 
which  now  exist.  Those  who  are  familiar  with  public 
affairs  know  that  often  the  work  of  committees  is  the 
work  of  two  or  three  men  whose  decisions  in  the  pressure 
of  business  are  accepted  not  only  by  their  committee  but 
by  the  public  body  for  whom  they  act.  This  fact  renders 
it  still  more  desirable  that  the  widest  area,  containing 
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more  than  a  third  of  the  population  of  the  Island,  should 
be  fully  represented  in  connection  with  all  changes 
affecting  it.  Otherwise  the  sense  of  coercion  must  exist 
and  dissatisfaction  and  ill-feeling  be  engendered.  In  the 
interests  of  the  general  welfare  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  in 
the  interest  of  the  public  health,  there  should  not  exist 
antagonism  and  ill-will  between  the  governing  bodies, 
and  these  would  be  less  in  evidence  if  there  was  a  little 
more  disposition  to  fairness,  a  little  more  kindness,  a 
little  more  regard  for  the  common  welfare  as  contra¬ 
distinguished  from  the  special  interests  of  particular 
localities.  In  cannot  be  for  the  good  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 
as  a  whole  that,  rightly  or  wrongly,  the  opinion  should 
prevail  that  in  local  government  there  is  a  struggle  going 
on  between  the  towns  and  the  country  and  that  the  views 
of  those  responsible  for  the  country  are  ignored.  It  seems 
to  me  if  the  personal  element  could  be  eliminated  and  if 
the  two  principles  involved  could  be  amicably  discussed 
it  would  be  better  for  the  community  as  a  whole,  for  whose 
welfare  alone  these  local  governing  bodies  exist.  The 
question  really  is  whether  it  is  better  for  the  Isle  of  Wight 
that  consolidation  should  take  place  now,  or  whether  a 
state  of  plasticity,  so  to  speak,  should  continue  for  the 
present.  You  would  seem  to  hold  the  latter  view,  while 
the  towns  would  seem  to  desire  consolidation  at  any 
moment  when  their  individual  interests  or  ambitions,  or 
what  you  will,  appear  to  point  that  way.  I  cannot  but 
think  that  if  the  policy  of  consolidation  is  to  prevail  the 
interests  of  the  ratepayers  would  be  best  served  if  it  were 
accomplished  forthwith. 

Legal  questions  difficult  of  solution  often  present  them-  Le&al  questions 
selves  to  you.  One  of  these  has  reference  to  combined 
drainage.  In  many  instances  combined  drainage  is 
absolutely  necessary  in  a  sanitary  sense.  To  take  the 
drain  of  each  house  of  a  row  beneath  it  would  not  be 
advisable,  but  if  it  be  taken  into  a  common  drain  at  the 
back  that  drain  becomes  a  sewer  vested  in  you.  But  this 
is  the  proper  mode  of  drainage,  not  only  because  the  drain 
does  not  pass  beneath  a  house  but  because  it  is  more 
likely  to  be  kept  clear  of  deposit.  You  have  attempted  to 
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Legal 

proceedings. 


get  over  the  difficulty  by  an  agreement  with  the  owners 
that  they  will  be  at  the  expense  of  any  default  of  the 
sewer  they  have  constructed  on  their  own  land.  There 
is  greater  inconvenience  when  the  common  drain  empties 
into  a  cesspit.  The  question  of  a  drain  passing  beneath 
a  house  does  not  often  arise  in  these  cases,  and  you  have 
usually  insisted  upon  a  drain  from  each  house  entering  a 
cesspit  separately  or  upon  a  cesspit  being  provided  for 
each  house.  As  far  as  practicable  there  should  be  a  cess¬ 
pit  for  each  house  in  country  districts,  for  nuisances 
arise  because  of  disputes  as  to  whose  duty  it  is  to 
empty  the  cesspit.  This  happens  more  particularly 
when  a  new  tenant  occupies  a  house,  the  last  occupant 
of  which  had  he  continued  the  occupation  would  have 
emptied  the  cesspit  in  his  turn. 

In  six  cases  you  took  legal  proceedings.  These  were 
taken  twice  under  sec.  91  P.H.A.  1875.  Two  privies  in 
adjoining  cottages  at  Pallance  Road  were  a  nuisance. 
The  owners  were  called  upon  to  reconstruct  them  and 
refused.  The  proceedings  were  stopped  upon  the  owners 
promising  to  obey  the  order  of  the  Authority  and  to  pay 
costs.  One  of  the  olosets  was  reconstructed  and  the 
other  was  rebuilt.  Two  sets  of  proceedings  were  taken 
against  the  owner  of  a  house  unfit  for  habitation  at 
Rookley,  the  time  for  the  execution  of  the  first  order 
having  been  allowed  to  run  out.  The  house  is  now 
demolished.  You  also  proceeded  against  the  owners  of 
houses  at  Bembridge  and  Bonchurch,  for  illegal 
occupation  of  houses.  In  the  former  case  the 
occupation  was  by  inadvertence.  In  the  other 
case  you  refused  to  certify  a  house  supplied  with 
Bonchurch  underground  water.  Your  decision  was 
strongly  resented.  It  is  strange  people  are  sometimes  so 
blinded  by  concentration  of  attention  upon  their  individual 
interests  they  cannot  see  that  a  principle  affecting  a  whole 
community  is  involved.  Members  of  Sanitary  Authorities, 
as  the  result  of  long  training  in  looking  at  all  questions 
from  the  community  standpoint,  would  not  experience 
this  obscurity  of  vision,  one  would  suppose.  Even  had  it 
been  a  matter  of  choice  with  you,  which  it  was  not,  the 
interests  of  Bonchurch  would  have  been  most  seriously 
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prejudiced  had  you  permitted  its  underground  water  to  be 
used  for  drinking. 

The  extreme  pressure  of  the  business  of  your  district  Works  Commit- 
obliged  you  to  meet  more  frequently,  but  even  then  there 
was  much  difficulty  in  performing  your  duties,  as  it  was 
inconvenient  to  discuss  in  public  many  of  the  questions 
which  came  before  you.  You  wisely,  therefore,  resolved 
to  form  a  Works  Committee,  to  whom  subjects  could  be 
referred  for  the  discussion  of  which  in  detail  the  time  at 
your  disposal  did  not  admit,  and  other  subjects  which 
required  more  careful  and  delicate  handling  than  could 
be  given  at  your  fortnightly  meetings.  That  this  Com¬ 
mittee,  now  known  as  the  General  Purposes  Committee, 
has  done  excellent  work,  I  need  scarcely  remind  you. 


The  Inspectors  have  furnished  me  with  the  following 
summaries  of  their  work:  — 

EAST  MEDENE  DISTRICT. 

Year  ending  December,  1895. 

Number  of  New  Dwelling  Houses  erected  during  the 
year  in  each  respective  village. 


District  or  Village.  With  Certificate. 

Without  Certificate. 

Newchurch 

1 

Lake 

2 

Brading 

7 

Bembridge 

17 

1 

Arreton 

2 

Wootton  Bridge  ... 

3 

Godshill 

1 

Rookley 

1 

Bonchurch 

1 

St.  Lawrence 

1 

Total  Houses  erected 

35 

2 

Statistics,  year  ending  December,  1895. 


Number  of  Nuisances  reported  to  District  Council  ...  438 

,,  ,,  abated  without  final  notice  ...  280 

Number  of  final  notices  served  ...  ...  29 

Houses  reported  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  5 

,,  placed  in  habitable  repair  ...  ...  15 

,,  closed  by  order  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  demolished  by  order  of  Council  ...  1 

,,  cleansed  and  disinfected  ...  ...  91 
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Legal  proceedings  taken  ...  ...  4 

Cases  of  overcrowding  reported  ...  ...  6 

, ,  , ,  abated  ...  ...  6 

Privy  cesspools,  &c.,  constructed  ...  ...  28 

yy  pail  system  ...  ...  19 

Wells  sunk  and  improved  supplies  obtained  ...  128 

,,  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  9 

,,  closed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  pumps  repaired  ...  ...  5 

Pumps  provided  ...  ...  ...  19 

Houses  drained  and  connected  with  sewer  ...  37 

House  drains  repaired  and  trapped  ...  ...  49 

Refuse  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  4 

Dairies  inspected  and  re-inspected  ...  ...  63 

,,  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  19 

Bakehouses  ,,  ,,  ...  ..  12 

Sewers  repaired,  extended,  relaid,  and  ventilated  ...  8 

Water  mains  extended  and  reservoirs  cleansed  ...  3 


WEST  MEDENE  DISTRICT. 
New  Houses,  1895. 


Furzyhurst  ...  5 

Freshwater  ...  22 

Totland  ...  8 

Yarmouth  ...  12 

Bouldnor  ...  1 

Carisbrooke  ...  1 

Bowcombe  ...  2 

Hillis,  North  wood  ...  1 

Horsebridge  Hill  ...  1 

Gurnard  ...  2 

Brook  ...  1 

Calbourne  ...  1 


67 

Summary  of  work  done  for  year  ending  December,  1895- 


Number  of  nuisances  and  other  matters  reported  ...  471 

,,  ,,  abated  without  final  notice  ...  310 

Number  of  final  notices  served  ...  ...  40 

Houses  reported  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  3 

,,  placed  in  habitable  repair  ...  ...  14 

,,  closed  by  order  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  cleansed  and  disinfected  ...  ...  47 

Legal  proceedings  taken  ...  ...  2 

Cases  of  overcrowding  reported  ...  ...  6 

,,  ,,  abated  ...  ...  6 
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Privy  cesspools  provided  and  properly  constructed  ...  20 

Privies  put  on  pail  system  ...  ...  34 

W ells  sunk  and  other  improved  supplies  of  water  obtained  150 
Wells  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  closed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  pumps  repaired  ...  ...  3 

Pumps  provided  ...  ...  ...  12 

Houses  drained  and  connected  with  sewer  ...  45 

House  drains  repaired  and  trapped  ...  ...  51 

Refuse  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  9 

Dairies  inspected  and  re-inspected  ...  ...  62 

,,  limewashed  after  notice  ...  ...  12 

Bakehouses  limewashed  after  notice  ...  ...  1 

New  districts  scavenged  (Carisbrooke  and  Totland)  ...  2 

Districts  supplied  with  independent  source  of  water-sup¬ 
ply  (Brixton)  ...  ...  ...  1 


The  subjoined  meteorological  summary  for  the  year 
1895,  taken  from  the  observations  of  temperature  and 
rainfall  made  at  High  Street,  Newport,  about  45ft.  above 
sea  level,  by  A.  N.  Le  Messurier,  Esq.,  has  been  kindly 
supplied  me  by  him. 


MONTH. 

Maximum 

for 

Month. 

Minimum 

for 

Month. 

Mean 

Daily 

Maxi¬ 

mum. 

Mean 

Daily 

Mini¬ 

mum. 

Mean 

Tempe¬ 

rature. 

Rainfall 

for 

Month. 

No. 

of 

Wet 

Days 

Greatest 
Fall  in 
One  Day. 

Jan.  ... 

56-1 
on  27th 

18-6 
on  11th 

41-4 

30-4 

35-9 

4-08 

17 

1*18 
on  12th 

Feb.  ... 

46-9 
on  23rd 

11-0 
on  9th 
and  10th 

36*5 

23-6 

30'0 

0-09 

1 

0-09 
on  24th 

Mar.  ... 

64-4 
on  21st 

26-0 
on  4th 

50-0 

35-6 

42-8 

2-04 

15 

0-56 
on  26th 

April . . . 

64-9 
on  29th 
and  30th 

29'0 
on  1st 

56-4 

41-0 

48-7 

2-29 

11 

0-71 
on  24th 

May  ... 

79-6 
on  30th 

34-0 
on  2nd 

68-2 

43-3 

55-7 

0-35 

4 

0*18 
on  30th 

June  ... 

84-8 
on  24th 

40-8 
on  3rd 

73-0 

49-6 

61-3 

1-00 

9 

0-34 
on  13th 

July  ... 

80-9 
on  8  th 

45-5 
on  8th 

74-4 

541 

64-2 

3-46 

15 

0-79 
on  27th 

Aug.  ... 

78-4 
on  19th 

42-6 
on  25th 

70-3 

54-7 

62-5 

2-85 

17 

0-42 
on  8th 

Sept.  ... 

801 
on  24th 

42-5 
on  22nd 

72-7 

51-0 

61-8 

0-45 

3 

0-34 
on  24th 

Oct.  ... 

67-9 
on  1st 

23-0 
on  28th 

51-4 

40-7 

46-0 

3*98 

16 

0-77 
on  22nd 

Nov.  . 

61-8 
on  16th 

44-0 
on  24th 

54-5 

43-6 

49-0 

4-66 

21 

0-63 
on  11th 

Dec.  ... 

54-7 
on  5th 

28*8 
on  11th 

48-0 

37-0 

42-5 

3-90 

20 

0-77 
on  16th 
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The  rainfall  at  Newport  in  1895  was  29f15in.  It  was 
39-74in.  in  1894,  28-53in.  in  1893,  24-97in.  in  1892,  38-96in. 
in  1891,  26-31in.  in  1890,  28*34in.  in  1889,  29-02in.  in  1888. 
The  number  of  wet  days  in  1895  was  149,  against  183  in 
1894,  146  in  1893,  172  in  1892,  172  in  1891,  153  in  1890, 
163  in  1889,  179  in  1888,  141  in  1887,  202  in  1886,  and 
159  in  1885. 

is%  Weather  of  January  was  a  bitterly  cold  month.  Mean  temperature 
was  35'9.  The  lowest  temperature  was  18-6  on  the  11th. 
The  highest  temperature  reached  was  56’1  on  the  27th. 
The  rainfall  at  Eyde  was  4-00  in.,  at  Newport  4-08  in. 

February  wTas  another  bitterly  cold  month,  the  coldest 
month  for  25  years.  Eain  fell  only  on  one  day,  the  24th, 
when  0’09  in.  fell  at  Newport  and  0‘11  in.  at  Eyde.  The 
mean  temperature  for  the  month  was  30-0.  On  the  9th 
and  10th  the  temperature  fell  to  11 '0.  The  highest 
temperature  was  46’9  on  the  23rd. 

March.  There  was  nothing  specially  noteworthy  about 
the  weather  of  March.  2-04  in.  of  rain  fell  at  New¬ 
port  and  2-07  in.  at  Eyde.  The  lowest  temperature 
was  26'0  on  the  4th  and  the  highest  64-4  on  the  21st. 
The  mean  temperature  was  42-8. 

April.  The  weather  was  fine  at  the  beginning  of  the 
month,  but  was  unsettled  from  the  17th.  2-29  in.  of 

rain  fell  at  Newport  on  11  days  and  2-56  in.  at  Eyde. 
The  highest  temperature  was  64-9  on  the  29th  and  30th, 
the  lowest  was  29’0  on  the  1st.  The  mean  temperature 
was  28# 7.  Vegetation  as  regards  the  foliage  of  trees  was 
nearly  a  month  behind. 

May.  A  fine  warm  month.  The  lowest  temperature 
was  34-0  on  the  2nd,  the  highest  79‘6  on  the  30th.  The 
mean  temperature  for  the  month  wras  55*7.  There  were 
only  4  days  on  which  rain  fell.  0‘35  in.  fell  at  New¬ 
port  and  0‘27  in.  at  Eyde. 

June.  A  bright  sunny  month.  The  average  reading 
of  the  barometer  was  the  highest  in  June  in  14  years. 
The  mean  temperature  was  61 '3,  which  was  above  the 
average  of  23  years.  E0  in.  of  rain  fell  in  9  days  at 
Newport  and  0-96  in.  at  Eyde. 

July.  There  was  fine  bright  weather  from  the  3rd  to 


47 


the  16th  inclusive;  from  the  17th  to  the  27th  it  was 
unsettled.  3’46  in.  of  rain  fell  at  Newport  on  15  days 
and  3*84  in.  at  Ryde.  The  mean  temperature  was 
64-2. 

August .  For  the  first  fortnight  the  weather  was  very 
unsettled.  2-85  in.  of  rain  fell  at  Newport  on  17  days 
and  2*65  in.  at  Ryde.  The  mean  temperature  was 

62-5 

September.  In  the  last  24  years  this  was  the  driest 
September.  A  warm  month  with  many  cloudless  days. 
The  highest  temperature  was  80*1  on  the  24th,  the  mean 
temperature  was  61 ‘8.  O’ 45  in.  of  rain  fell  in  3  days 
at  Newport  and  046  in.  at  Ryde. 

October.  This  was  a  month  of  violent  fluctuations  of 
temperature.  The  highest  temperature  was  67'9  on  the 
1st  and  the  lowest  23'0  on  the  28th.  The  mean  tem¬ 
perature  of  the  month  was  46'0,  which  was  below  the 
average  of  23  years.  3’98  in.  of  rain  fell  on  16  days 
at  Newport  and  4’02  in.  at  Ryde. 

November.  A  wet,  mild  month.  The  mean  temperature 
was  49 '0,  which  was  much  above  the  average.  The  lowest 
temperature  was  44-0  on  the  24th.  4-66  in.  of  rain 

fell  in  21  days  at  Newport  and  4-70  in.  at  Ryde. 

December.  An  unsettled,  wet,  mild  month.  The  mean 
temperature  was  42-5.  The  highest  temperature  was 
54-7  on  the  5th  and  the  lowest  28’8  on  the  11th.  3-90  in. 

of  rain  fell  in  20  days  at  Newport  and  3'87  in.  at  Ryde. 

The  meteorological  conditions  in  1895  were  less  excep¬ 
tional  than  in  some  recent  years.  The  rainfall  was 
more  than  10  inches  less  than  in  1894.  Speaking  generally, 
the  weather  of  the  year  was  not  unfavorable  to  health ; 
but  the  cold  of  January  and  February  proved  fatal  to 
many  old  people. 

3.  THE  SANITARY  STATE  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

GENERALLY  AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR. 

At  the  close  of  1895  the  health  of  the  district  was  good, 
the  cases  of  zymotic  disease  existing  being  in  the  con¬ 
valescent  stage  or  approaching  it. 

There  were  such  cases  of  diphtheria  at  Arreton, 
Binstead,  and  Whitwell. 


Health  of  the 
District. 


Diphtheria. 
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Scarletina. 


Enteric  fever. 


The  Sanitary 
state  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  generally. 


East  Medene. 
Bembridge. 


The  epidemic  of  scarletina  at  Wootton  was  dying  out, 
and  cases  of  this  disease  at  Binstead  and  Freshwater 
were  convalescent. 

There  was  a  case  of  enteric  fever  at  Atherfield,  near 
Chale,  and  another  case  at  Horsebridge  Hill. 

The  sanitary  state  of  the  district  generally  at  the  end 
of  the  year  corresponded  to  its  condition  at  the  close  of 
the  previous  year,  but  in  some  places  permanent  im¬ 
provements  had  taken  place,  as  will  be  evident  from  the 
following  brief  summary  of  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
different  localities. 

Bembridge  is  an  advancing  watering  place  at  the 
extreme  east  of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  It  had  18  more  houses 
at  the  end  of  1895  than  at  the  end  of  1894.  Bembridge 
may  be  separated  into  two  sections,  Bembridge  proper 
and  Lane  End.  The  space  between  them  is  being 
rapidly  bridged  by  new  houses.  Bembridge  is  sewered, 
and  Lane  End  which  is  in  a  different  watershed,  is  about 
to  be  sewered.  The  Bembridge  sewer  discharges  into  the 
sea  at  the  lowest  part  of  the  western  slope  of  the  hill  on 
which  Bembridge  stands  at  a  place  known  as  Point. 
This  branch  of  the  sewer  at  Point  has  little  fall  and  has 
been  frequently  blocked  by  deposit.  This  will  probably 
be  remedied  by  means  of  the  automatic  flushing  tank 
about  to  be  placed  there.  It  is  contemplated  to  fill  up 
the  pond  near  the  highway  at  Wallsend  Farm,  which  has 
been  a  constant  nuisance,  and  which  has  probably  been 
the  source  of  disease  in  the  past  when  dairy  cows  drank 
from  it.  As  I  have  pointed  out  from  year  to  year,  the 
water-supply  of  Bembridge  is  the  most  unsatisfactory 
sanitary  feature  of  the  place.  The  chief  source  of  drink¬ 
ing  water  in  Bembridge  proper  is  a  shallow  well — the 
North  well — which  is  fed  by  a  perennial  spring  in  the 
gravel.  Eain-water  tanks  and  shallow  wells,  some  of 
which  quickly  “give  out”  in  dry  weather,  are  other  sources 
of  domestic  water-supply.  The  sewers,  most  of  which  have 
a  steep  gradient,  are  flushed  in  summer  with  sea-water. 
The  Bembridge  Harbour  Company  bored  to  the  Headon 
beds  for  the  supply  of  their  Lodge  building  estate.  This 
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supply  has  availed  for  some  of  the  houses  beyond  the 
Company’s  property,  but  the  water  is  not  in  sufficient 
quantity  and  is  too  expensive  for  general  use.  In  previous 
years  I  have  pointed  out  possible  sources  of  supply  from 
the  chalk,  the  Bembridge  limestone,  and  other  formations. 

An  independent  water-supply  is  a  necessity,  for  neither 
the  health  of  the  place  nor  its  continued  material 
prosperity  can  be  secured  without  it;  and  it  is  of  the  first 
importance  that  it  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
community.  The  matter  is  one  of  rateable  value,  and  as 
soon  as  this  is  strong  enough  to  bear  the  weight  it  will  be 
the  duty  of  your  Council  to  provide  Bembridge  with 
water.  Lane  End  obtains  abundant  water  from  the 
shingle  bed  on  which  it  stands,  by  means  of  shallow  “dip” 
wells  for  the  most  part.  If  the  underground  water  at 
Lane  End  were  to  become  extensively  polluted  your 
hands  would  be  forced  as  regards  an  independent  supply, 
and  therefore,  not  only  in  the  interest  of  the  public 
health,  which  is  the  only  paramount  consideration,  but  to 
avoid  the  waste  of  panic,  far  greater  care  should  be  taken 
to  protect  the  well-water  at  Lane  End.  The  wells  should 
be  solid  tube  wells  raised  above  the  surface,  and  a  pump 
should  be  affixed  in  every  instance.  In  the  exceedingly 
porous  subsoil  very  much  will  depend  upon  perfection  of 
workmanship  in  connection  with  the  new  sewer  and  the 
house  drains  and  their  connections  with  it. 

Another  place  in  which  the  necessity  of  the  provision  of  Brading. 
an  independent  water-supply  is  becoming  urgent  is 
Brading.  For  many  years  the  question  has  been  more 
or  less  under  consideration.  The  old  public  wells  in  the 
lower  Tertiary  beds  have  become  fewer  in  number,  the 
private  wells  in  the  chalk  for  the  supply  of  houses  on  the 
Mall  are  too  deep  to  be  of  much  utility,  and  the  rain-water 
tanks  of  2000  gallons  capacity  become  useless  in  dry 
seasons.  It  appears  probable  that  to  supply  Brading 
properly  water  must  be  pumped  to  a  reservoir  on  the 
down  either  from  the  Bracklesham  or  Bagshot  beds  or 
from  the  chalk.  The  chalk  source  of  supply  would  be 
preferable  because  of  its  quantity  and  constancy.  Brading 
is  sewered.  The  sewer  discharges  on  to  filtration  beds 
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which  are  of  insufficient  area.  The  scavenging  of  the 
place  may  be  more  efficiently  performed.  Brading  is  an 
ancient  town,  the  former  commercial  prosperity  of  which 
has  departed;  but  it  has  a  small  number  of  leisure  resi¬ 
dential  inhabitants,  who  are  added  to  during  the  visitors’ 
season.  Doubtless,  these  elements  of  the  population  of 
Brading  will  be  increased  with  the  building  extensions 
which  an  independent  water-supply  will  stimulate. 

Adgestone  is  a  small  hamlet  under  the  down  near 
Brading.  Its  supply  of  drinking  water  was  obtained 
formerly  from  one  or  two  wells,  still  resorted  to  because 
of  proximity.  But  your  predecessors  provided  a  public 
well  by  reconstructing,  properly  protecting,  and  affixing  a 
pump  to  a  well  which  in  its  then  state  was  a  risk  to  the 
public  health. 

After  long  years  one  of  the  most  insanitary  places  in 
your  district,  Wroxall,  has  gradually  assumed  a  more 
hopeful  aspect.  Situated  upon  the  gault  clay,  much  of  its 
filth  will  necessarily  pass  to  the  stream  until  it  is  sewered, 
but  as  compared  with  the  past  the  stream  is  fairly  free 
from  pollution  now.  With  an  independent  water-supply 
the  risk  of  such  epidemics  of  zymotic  disease  as  have 
occurred  in  the  past  will  be  greatly  diminished.  The 
bacon  factory  in  its  midst  requires  to  be  more  strictly 
regulated.  The  complaints  so  frequently  made  will  con¬ 
tinue  until  it  is  cleansed  daily.  With  better  means  of 
flushing  it  is  to  be  hoped  this  will  be  done. 

A  suburb  of  Ventnor,  Bonchurch,  part  of  which  is 
situated  at  a  considerable  elevation,  is  a  popular  resort  of 
strangers.  It  has  houses  of  superior  class  and  some 
cottages.  It  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  ATentnor 
waterworks.  It  drains  into  shallow  and  deep  cesspits 
and  disused  wells  in  the  broken  ground  upon  which  it 
stands.  On  account  of  cases  of  enteric  fever  a  fountain 
largely  resorted  to  by  the  inhabitants  of  Lower  Bonchurch 
and  supplied  by  the  underground  water  of  this  polluted 
ground  was  closed.  The  Ventnor  water  is  now  laid  on  to  it. 
The  owner  of  the  adjacent  property  diverted  the  rivulet 
which  formerly  ran  to  it  to  the  pond.  The  Parish 
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Council  have  appealed  to  you  in  the  matter,  urging  it 
ought  to  take  its  old  course  to  the  shore.  It  is  unfor¬ 
tunate  the  question  has  been  opened.  It  will  be  your 
duty  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  children  and  others 
drinking  this  water.  Its  disposal  in  the  pond  is  most 
satisfactory  in  a  sanitary  sense.  It  would  be  well  if  the 
conditions  which  obtain  at  Bonchurch  were  better  under¬ 
stood  locally,  as  then,  perhaps,  the  heartburnings,  and 
worse,  would  cease,  for  no  sanitary  authority  could 
certify  a  house  there  which  was  supplied  with  the  under¬ 
ground  water. 

The  remarks  made  with  regard  to  the  underground  ^n^hTunder. 
water  of  Bonchurch  apply  in  a  less  degree  to  the  whole  clifl- 
of  the  Undercliff,  only  because  there  are  fewer  houses  in 
the  same  area  which  drain  into  the  subsoil.  Houses 
are  supplied  with  water  from  the  cliff — the  upper  green¬ 
sand — from  St.  Lawrence  to  Niton,  and  all  houses  ought 
to  be.  A  great  sanitary  improvement  as  regards  filth 
nuisances,  the  keeping  of  pigs  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance,  and 
house  drainage,  has  taken  place  in  this  portion  of  your 
district,  especially  during  the  past  five  years,  but  the 
drainage  of  some  houses  which  was  deemed  satisfactory 
twenty  years  ago  requires  reconstruction. 

Whitwell  is  a  gault  village  and  consequently  its  surface  WMtweii  and 
filth  passes  to  the  stream,  a  branch  of  the  eastern  Yar.  Nettlecombe- 
The  independent  water-supply  of  Whitwell  and  Nettle¬ 
combe  has  been  a  great  protection  to  the  public  health  in 
those  places. 

A  small  hamlet  to  the  north  of  Whitwell  known  as  Southford.  ' 
Southford  is  practically  without  wholesome  water. 

Permit  me  to  say  you  are  responsible  for  this.  As  I  have 
pointed  out  so  many  times,  it  would  cost  only  about  £60 
to  extend  the  Whitwell  main  to  Southford.  It  will  be 
done  some  day,  and  it  may  as  well  be  done  sooner  as  later. 

Of  course  the  expenditure  of  money  will  be  resisted. 

It  always  is,  however  beneficial  the  object  and  however 
just  the  reason;  and  no  wonder,  having  regard  to  the 
depression  in  the  rural  districts.  But  sanitary  authorities 
have  no  choice  but  to  fulfil  their  obligations. 
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Niton,  like  Wroxall  and  Whitwell,  is  a  gault  village. 
The  main  stream  of  the  Eastern  Yar  rises  there  from  the 
upper  greensand.  It  is  polluted  almost  to  its  source,  but 
it  is  no  longer  the  common  drain  of  the  village.  Niton  is 
now  comparatively  clean.  Within  the  past  ten  years  it 
contained  as  many  filth  nuisances  as  any  place  in  the 
rural  district.  Having  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  stream 
Niton  could  be  very  readily  supplied  with  water  indepen¬ 
dently.  It  is  probable  sufficient  force  could  be  obtained 
from  the  stream  itself  to  pump  from  the  spring  to  a 
reservoir  on  the  down.  Already  a  pipe  is  carried  from 
one  of  the  upper  greensand  springs  to  the  village  which 
supplies  several  houses.  The  houses  in  the  Undercliff 
part  of  the  parish  are  supplied  from  the  cliff.  All  the 
elements  of  opposition  to  the  general  good  are  present 
therefore.  But  in  these  undertakings  there  is  only  a 
contingent  liability,  as  you  have  the  power,  which  you 
exercise,  to  charge  water  rates ;  and  it  is  too  much 
forgotten  that  provision  of  sewers  and  water-supplies 
increases  rateable  value  by  stimulating  building  operations. 
In  such  a  desirable  locality  as  Niton,  in  which  several  new 
houses  have  been  erected  in  recent  years,  there  is  little 
doubt  that  such  stimulation  would  soon  take  effect. 

The  lower  greensand  village  of  Godshill  is  one  of  those 
places  in  which  so  much  structural  improvement  has 
taken  place  that  it  is  never  likely  to  revert  to  its  former 
insanitary  state.  It  requires,  however,  frequent  inspec¬ 
tion.  A  large  number  of  its  wells  have  been  reconstructed 
and  their  heads  raised  above  the  surface.  But  all  the 
wells,  which  are  for  the  most  part  very  shallow,  should  be 
solid  tube  wells ;  and  it  would  be  a  sanitary  protection  if 
there  were  more  pumps  in  the  village.  The  wells  are 
nearly  all  “dip”  wells. 

An  epidemic  of  diphtheria  has  had  a  salutary  effect 
upon  the  village  of  Newchurch,  which  stands  upon  an 
outlier  of  the  upper  greensand.  Many  structural  altera¬ 
tions  have  been  made  both  at  Newchurch  and  Langbridge, 
a  hamlet  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  to  the  north.  Pail  closets 
have  been  substituted  for  midden  privies,  the  schools 
have  been  made  sanitary,  and  the  two  private  wells  at 
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Newchurch,  from  which  many  of  the  inhabitants  obtain 
their  water,  have  been  protected.  But  these  are  “dip” 
wells,  and  Newchurch  should  have  a  public  well  to  the 
south  of  the  village  in  place  of  that  near  the  graveyard 
which  your  predecessors  closed. 

New  houses  have  been  built  at  Arreton,  which  are  Arreton. 
supplied  from  wells  in  the  lower  greensand,  as  most  of 
the  other  cottages  in  the  village  are.  Your  predecessors 
called  upon  the  private  owner  to  close  a  well  near  the 
churchyard,  which  was  seriously  polluted,  and  which, 
placed  as  it  was  close  to  the  highway,  was  virtually  a 
public  well.  Some  of  the  “dip”  wells,  situated  in  highly 
manured  gardens,  have  been  better  protected  during  the 
year.  It  is  unfortunate  so  much  money  was  wasted  on 
one  estate  there,  in  obedience  to  the  “water-diviner,”  in 
piping  what  was  really  surface  water  to  several  cottages. 

It  was  pointed  out  to  no  purpose  that  the  only  proper  and 
practicable  independent  supply  was  to  be  obtained  from 
the  upper  greensand.  In  the  time  to  come  the  water  at 
the  head  of  the  stream  at  “  Cherry  wood”  will  be  collected 
in  a  reservoir  as  it  issues  from  the  greensand  and  will  be 
piped  to  the  village  as  has  been  done  at  Brighstone. 

Then,  perhaps,  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  will  be  less 
severely  felt  than  it  has  been  hitherto  in  Arreton. 

The  water  issuing  from  the  high  level  gravels  on  St.  Biackwater. 
George’s  down  is  led  to  the  stream  near  the  Railway 
Station  at  Biackwater,  and  to  this  source  of  supply  some 
of  the  people  resort.  These  gravels  will  be  the  source  of 
the  independent  water-supply  of  this  district  in  the  future. 

Others  of  the  inhabitants  resort  to  a  private  well  near  the 
blacksmith’s  shop.  Other  sources  of  water-supply  at 
Biackwater  are  unprotected  “dip”  soak  wells  and  the 
polluted  stream. 

The  sanitary  state  of  Haven  Street  has  been  greatly  Haven  street, 
improved  by  the  abatement  of  many  ancient  gutter  and 
other  nuisances.  It  stands  on  the  Hampstead  clay,  which 
is  at  the  surface,  excepting  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  where  it 
is  capped  by  gravel  in  which  the  clay  holds  up  the  water. 

The  independent  supply  of  water  from  the  Ryde  waterworks 
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which  you  contemplate  will  be  a  great  protection  to  this 
clay  village,  which  has  suffered  from  outbreaks  of 
diphtheria  in  the  past. 

The  water-supply  of  Haylands,  a  suburb  of  Eyde,  in 
which  there  are  many  working-class  dwellings  but  also 
houses  occupied  by  people  of  leisure,  is  in  the  main 
derived  from  the  Eyde  waterworks.  There  are,  however, 
unprotected  wells  the  water  of  which  is  unsatisfactory. 
Every  house  in  Mitchell’s  Eoad  is  supplied  from  such 
wells.  They  should  be  closed.  The  sewer  is  working 
fairly  satisfactorily.  It  will  always  be  a  source  of  trouble. 
It  would  aid  it  if  the  houses  in  School  Lane,  some  of 
which  are  occupied  by  laundresses,  were  connected  with 
it.  The  extension  of  the  water  main  to  Upton  on  its  way 
to  Haven  Street  will  be  of  great  sanitary  service.  The 
delay  in  carrying  out  the  work  is  very  regrettable. 

Year  after  year  sanitary  advance  slowly  goes  on.  It  is 
in  the  nature  of  things  that  advance  should  be  slow. 
The  recovery  from  serious  illness  can  be  noted  by  looking 
back  over  periods  of  days  and  weeks,  often,  rather  than 
from  day  to  day.  So  it  is  with  the  sanitary  advance 
in  such  a  district  as  yours.  It  is  seen  by  looking  back 
over  periods  of  years  rather  than  from  year  to  year.  The 
contrast  between  the  state  of  Binstead  to-day  and  its 
condition  ten  years  ago  is  remarkable.  The  extension 
of  the  water  main  to  Newnham  Eoad  and  to  houses  on 
Quarr  Hill  was  one  of  the  small  improvements  which  go 
to  make  up  sanitary  advance.  It  may  be  eventually  con¬ 
tinued  to  Quarr  itself.  Presently  Newnham  Eoad  will  be 
sewered.  There  are  several  houses  in  Binstead  still 
unsupplied  with  Eyde  water,  and  no  local  supply  there  is 
satisfactory.  The  houses  in  Newnham  Eoad  reported  unfit 
for  habitation  have  been  made  fit  or  are  unoccupied.  The 
pig  nuisance  is  a  perennial  one  and  arises  from  too  many 
pigs  being  kept  in  one  spot. 

The  small  hamlet  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Wootton 
Creek  known  as  Fishbourne  is  supplied  with  water  from 
a  public  well  sunk  to  the  Bembridge  limestone.  Its 
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irregular  sewers  cause  nuisances  on  the  foreshore.  The 
place  requires  to  be  sewered  properly. 

W ootton  has  an  independent  water-supply  in  its  lower  Wootton. 
section  and  on  the  Ivitehill  side  of  the  creek.  This  was 
provided  by  public  subscription  from  the  gravel  half  way 
up  the  hill.  It  should  have  been  taken  from  the  gravel 
at  the  summit  of  the  hill.  This  must  be  done  eventually; 
and  for  the  supply  of  the  houses  at  Chapel  Corner  it  may 
be  led  by  gravitation,  but  it  must  be  pumped  to  a  water 
tower  for  the  supply  of  the  new  district  which  is  coming 
into  occupation  for  building.  The  lower  part  of  the 
village  is  sewered  and  the  sewer  is  being  gradually 
extended  up  the  hill.  The  new  outfall  of  the  Red  Road 
and  New  Road  sewers  is  a  very  satisfactory  improvement. 

Fairlee  Road,  a  suburb  of  Newport,  is  supplied  with  Fairlee  Road, 
town  water.  Houses  are  being  erected  on  the  unoccupied 
land  to  the  east  of  the  road,  and  the  need  of  a  sewer  for 
them  to  drain  into  is  becoming  more  urgent.  The  parish 
of  Whippingham  defeated  the  project  a  few  years  back, 
and  there  were  difficulties  about  connection  with  the 
Newport  sewer  before  their  arrangements  for  treating  their 
sewage  were  completed.  These  no  longer  obtain,  and  you 
will  probably  be  able  to  arrange  with  the  Corporation. 

When  the  proposition  to  sewer  Fairlee  Road  is  revived, 
however,  you  may  expect  opposition  from  the  parish.  It 
is  just  a  little  surprising  that  opposition  to  any  sanitary 
improvement  which  adds  in  the  slighest  degree  to  the 
rating  of  a  parish  should  so  often  partake  of  the  character 
of  panic.  Nothing  evidences  more  the  advantage  of  a 
sanitary  authority’s  jurisdiction  being  extended  over  a 
wide  area,  and  the  neccessity  for  firm  administration. 

The  utter  incapacity  of  men  at  such  a  time  to  look  upon 
the  question  from  any  other  point  of  view  than  that  of  the 
immediate  effect  upon  the  rates  is  most  striking.  “I 
shall  get  no  advantage  from  it  and  why  should  I  have  to 
to  pay?”  is  a  remark  often  made  to  me.  It  does  not  seem 
to  strike  the  objectors  that  the  existence  of  an  independent 
water-supply  and  sewers  to  drain  into  are  great  inducements 
to  build,  and  houses  represent  increase  of  assessable  value 
which  will  be  rated  for  all  purposes.  It  is,  of  course,  very 
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hard  that  when  these  provisions  have  been  made  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  towns,  the  towns  should  covet  this  assessable 
value.  In  all  probability  the  additional  expenditure  in  the 
parish  of  Whippingham  of  £20  or  £30  a  year  which  the 
Fairlee  Road  sewer  will  represent  will  be  more  .than  fully 
met  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  by  the  increased  income 
from  that  district. 

A  few  cottages  in  the  parish  of  Whippingham  at  Shide 
drain  into  the  stream  at  their  backs.  It  would  seem  to  be 
impossible  to  obviate  this,  your  surveyor  having  taken  the 
levels  with  the  view  of  draining  them  into  the  Newport 
sewer.  It  is,  of  course,  most  desirable,  if  the  Newport 
people  have  to  treat  their  sewage,  that  untreated  sewage 
should  not  pass  into  the  river  from  your  district.  One  or 
two  of  these  cottages  are  supplied  with  town  water.  All 
should  be ;  but  the  occupants  obtain  their  drinking  water 
from  a  private  well  now,  and  dip  from  the  stream  for 
ordinary  household  purposes. 

The  minds  of  the  people  of  Gurnard,  a  small  watering- 
place  on  the  north-west  coast  about  a  mile  from  West 
Cowes,  are  exercised  and  have  been  exercised  for  some 
years.  They  desire  improvement,  but  they  are  divided  in 
opinion  as  to  how  this  improvement  can  best  be  attained. 
They  have  the  courage  of  their  opinions,  and  they  have 
repaired  their  roads  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  Council, 
who,  as  the  highway  authority,  have  now  adopted 
them.  Taking  the  year  round,  if  it  include  a  dry  summer, 
the  most  obvious  need  of  Gurnard  is  an  independent 
water-supply.  It  draws  its  water  at  present  from  the 
plateau  gravel  upon  which  it  stands  and  in  which  it  is 
held  up  by  the  Bembridge  clay  beneath.  At  the  top  of  the 
hill  the  gravel  is  thick  and  the  wells  there  hold  water  in 
dry  seasons ;  but  it  is  thin  on  the  slope  of  the  hill,  and  as 
you  descend  it  the  water  runs  from  the  wells  after  short 
drought.  Rain-water  is  stored  imperfectly  in  too  small 
tanks,  or  it  is  wasted  by  being  run  into  the  wells,  where  it 
is  not  needed  when  there  is  water  in  them,  and  from 
which  it  disappears  when  there  is  not.  This  practice  has 
the  great  disadvantage  that  it  spoils  the  well  water. 
When  Gurnard  obtains  its  independent  supply  it  will 
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probably  be  from  Cowes,  either  separately  or  as  part 
of  a  larger  scheme  which  will  include  the  “Horse-shoe” 
and  “Flower-pot”  district.  A  sewer  would  be  of  great 
benefit  to  Gurnard,  and  if  its  present  mode  of  obtaining 
water  be  continued  it  is  very  desirable  it  should  be 
sewered,  for  undoubtedly  much  of  its  filth  passes  into  the 
gravel  from  which  its  water-supply  is  drawn. 

Very  great  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  sanitary  Tinkers  Lane, 
condition  of  Tinkers  Lane  so  far  as  obvious  nuisances 
and  the  disappearance  of  tumble-down  houses  go.  But  it 
is  badly  off  for  water.  Such  water  as  there  is  is  obtained 
from  rain-water  tanks  in  which  it  is  imperfectly  stored 
without  proper  filtration  before  it  passes  into  them,  from 
surface  badly  protected  wells  which  quickly  dry  in  times 
of  drought,  from  a  few  “dip”  wells  at  the  bottom  of  the 
hill  which  are  not  properly  protected,  and  from  the 
polluted  stream,  which  also  dries  up  in  hot  summers,  leaving 
muddy  puddles  after  it  ceases  to  flow,  which  are  made  use 
of  so  long  as  water  can  be  dipped  from  them.  As  I  have 
previously  pointed  out,  there  is  a  perennial  source  of 
water-supply  in  Buffins  Copse  close  by. 


One  of  the  most  troublesome  places  as  regards  water- 
supply  is  the  district  at  the  summit  of  the  hill  from  West 
Cowes  on  the  Newport  Boad.  Most  unfortunately 
several  new  houses  have  been  built  here  at  Furzyhurst. 
They  stand  on  a  gravel  bed  the  water  in  which  is 
insufficient  for  their  supply,  and  the  evil  is  increased  by 
the  large  consumption  of  it  by  laundresses.  Opposite 
Medham  Lane  is  a  shallow  well  in  a  meadow  which 
supplies  the  houses  near  the  “  Flower-pot.”  It  is  difficult 
to  suggest  a  wholly  satisfactory  means  of  supplying  this 
district.  The  only  one  possible  would  seem  to  be  that 
yielded  by  subsoil  drainage  which  has  hitherto  served  the 
town  of  Cowes. 


1  ‘Horseshoe’’an& 
“Flower-pot.” 


Horsebridge  Hill  has  an  independent  water-supply  from  Horsebridge 
Newport.  The  reservoir  is  of  capacity  sufficient  for  three 
days’  supply  and  consequently  the  supply  is  constant.  If 
it  be  possible  it  should  be  continued  to  Noke  Common. 

It  was  greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  parish  of  Northwood 
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that  several  of  the  owners  and  occupiers  refused  to  use 
the  water,  because  any  deficiency  of  income  has  to  be  made 
good  from  the  rates  of  the  parish,  upon  which  are  charged 
also  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  of  the  loan.  Inequi¬ 
table  water  charges,  which  were  the  occasion  of  this 
refusal,  have  very  properly  been  remedied  by  you.  Every 
house  on  Horsebridge  Hill  should  be  supplied  with  town 
water,  for  not  one  of  them  has  wholesome  underground 
water  on  the  premises. 

Much  attention  has  been  given  from  time  to  time  to  the 
nuisance  arising  from  the  Cement  Mills.  The  proprietors 
have  exerted  themselves  to  obviate  this,  and  one  very 
rarely  observes  black  smoke  arising  from  them  now.  But 
complaints  are  still  made  of  them,  and,  no  doubt,  several 
ratepayers  suffer  inconvenience  from  them  from  time  to 
time  according  to  the  direction  of  the  wind.  The  fumes 
are  composed  largely  of  steam,  and  I  am  unable  to  say 
the  other  gases  contained  in  them  are  actually  injurious 
to  animal  or  vegetable  health. 

Complaints  have  been  made  during  the  year  of  a 
nuisance  at  Dodnor  caused  by  the  sewage  of  Parkhurst 
Barracks  and  Prison.  The  arrangement  for  treating  the 
sewage  of  these  two  Government  establishments  by  the 
International  process — lime  and  iron  alum — are  excel¬ 
lent,  but  in  times  of  storm  the  tanks  are  too  small, 
perhaps,  to  admit  of  proper  subsidence.  This  will 
probably  be  remedied  by  keeping  much  of  the  storm  water 
out  of  the  sewer.  The  sludge  is  pressed  into  cakes  which 
have  excellent  manurial  value.  The  cakes  are  improperly 
stored  in  the  open,  and  during  heavy  rains  some  of  them 
are  disintegrated  and  washed  into  the  watercourse  by 
which  the  water  passes  to  Dodnor.  The  Prison  and 
Barracks  are  supplied  from  the  Newport  waterworks. 

Frequent  complaints  are  made  of  the  sewage  of  the 
Workhouse.  It  passes  into  a  pond  from  which  dairy 
cows  drank.  The  tenant  has  been  compelled  to  rail  in 
the  pond  to  prevent  access  to  it,  and  has  had  to  seek  a 
pure  water-supply  for  his  cows  elsewhere.  It  discharges 
ultimately  into  the  estuary  of  the  Medina.  The  Workhouse 
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has  been  supplied  with  water  from  Newport,  but  a  well 
is  now  being  bored  to  the  Bagshot  sands. 

Not  ten  years  ago  I  reported  that  the  people  of  Porch-  LocSfmeen.d 
held  and  Lock’s  Green  went  to  a  rivulet  polluted  by 
cattle  or  to  a  pond  used  by  cattle  for  their  drinking  water. 

In  summer  they  carted  water  from  the  polluted  stream  at 
Shalfleet.  Since  that  time  rain-water  supplies  have  been 
provided  for  the  houses,  and  these  hold  out  fairly  well, 
but  the  filters  are  not  properly  attended  to.  It  has  been 
proposed  to  reconstruct  a  shallow  well  in  the  gravel  near 
the  bridge  in  the  angle  where  Porchfield  and  Lock’s  Green 
meet.  This  would  not  involve  great  outlay,  but  a  pump 
should  be  affixed.  If  it  should  not  meet  the  expectations 
of  those  who  look  to  it  to  furnish  a  sufficient  supply,  there 
will  remain  the  plan  I  have  often  suggested  of  sinking  one 
or  two  or  more  wells  to  the  Bembridge  limestone.  In 
summer  the  inhabitants  now  cart  water  from  the  public 
well  at  Newtown. 

The  ancient  borough  of  Newtown — whose  streets,  the  Newtown, 
names  of  which  are  perpetuated  in  the  names  of  some  of 
the  fields  which  occupy  its  site,  must  have  been 
inhabited  by  a  considerable  population — was  the  bishop’s 
town  of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  It  is  very  difficult  to  imagine 
how  this,  an  important  port,  was  supplied  with  water  in 
former  time.  The  public  well  you  have  recently  had  con¬ 
structed  supplies  the  little  hamlet  with  water  now.  The 
pump  does  not  work  satisfactorily,  apparently  because  of 
a  defect  in  the  pipe  or  in  one  of  the  valves. 

The  stream  at  Shalfleet  divides  the  hamlet  and  separates  shalfleet. 
the  parish  of  Calbourne  from  the  parish  of  Shalfleet.  It 
is  formed  by  the  union  of  two  streams,  one  of  which  rises 
at  Shalcombe  and  drains  the  Shalcombe  valley,  the  other  at 
Calbourne  and  drains  the  Calbourne  valley.  Every  effort 
has  been  made  to  keep  filth  out  of  these  streams,  but  they 
are  the  natural  drains  of  the  country;  and  although  the 
water  at  Shalfleet  is  much  purer  than  it  used  to  be,  it  is 
not  fit  to  drink.  Nevertheless  the  stream  is  the  source  of 
water-supply  for  all  purposes  at  Shalfleet.  It  is  true 
zymotic  disease  is  rare  there,  and  only  one  case  of  enteric 
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fever  has  come  to  my  knowledge  in  twelve  years,  but  the 
danger  always  exists,  and  I  know  the  dejecta  of  patients 
suffering  from  this  disease  passed  into  the  Shalcombe 
branch  of  the  stream  in  recent  years.  If  water  cannot 
be  piped  from  the  springs  at  the  head  of  the  Caulbourne 
a  well  should  be  sunk,  as  at  Newtown,  to  the  Bembridge 
limestone.  Before  the  Newtown  well  was  made  the 
Authority  should  have  obtained  leave  to  borrow  a 
sufficient  sum  to  enable  them  to  sink  public  wells  at 
Newtown,  Porchfield,  Shalfleet,  and  perhaps  elsewhere 
in  the  parish  of  Calbourne.  Half  the  cost  of  the  Shalfleet 
well  should  have  been  apportioned  to  the  parish  of 
Shalfleet.  A  committee  of  the  Authority  even  chose  the 
site  of  the  well.  But  the  convenient  plan  of  escaping 
responsibility  was  adopted  by  reference  to  a  Parochial 
Committee,  and  in  the  end  the  well  at  Newtown  was 
provided  for  out  of  the  common  fund  of  the  sanitary  dis¬ 
trict.  The  condition  of  Shalfleet  as  regards  filth  nuisances 
is  satisfactory.  Many  of  the  old  midden  privies  have  been 
converted  into  pail  closets. 

Calbourne  in  its  southern  part  obtains  its  water  from  a 
public  well,  from  a  private  well  in  Lynch  Lane,  and  from 
the  stream  in  Winkle  Street.  I  have  already  spoken  of 
the  revived  proposition  for  which  you  have  obtained  plans 
and  estimates  to  pipe  water  from  the  springs  in  Lynch 
Lane  to  Newbridge,  Ningwood,  Shalfleet,  and  Wellow. 
If  this  scheme  be  carried  out  there  is  little  doubt 
Calbourne  will  participate  in  it  in  time  to  come.  The 
convenience  of  an  independent  water-supply  must  be  paid 
for,  and  it  is  worth  paying  for.  The  general  sanitary  con. 
dition  of  Calbourne  continues  good.  Pail  closets  have 
replaced  the  old  arrangements,  and  the  parish 
schools  have  been  rendered  sanitary  by  means  of  an  earth 
system. 

The  village  of  Newbridge  has  long  been  a  source  of 
anxiety  in  a  sanitary  sense,  because  the  bulk  of  the 
population  drink  from  the  same  stream  as  the  people  of 
Shalfleet.  Great  effort  was  made  by  your  predecessors 
to  end  this  state  of  things.  I  need  not  repeat  the  history 
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of  their  endeavours,  which  were  thwarted  by  the  Parochial 
Committee  of  the  parish  of  Shalfleet.  A  committee  of 
the  late  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  visited  the  district,  who 
recommended  instead  of  the  scheme  above  referred  to 
that  each  village  should  be  supplied  separately.  The 
Bembridge  limestone  is  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  feet 
beneath  the  surface  of  the  top  of  Newbridge  Hill  and 
outcrops  on  the  side  of  the  hill.  It  yields  abundant 
water,  and  each  house  has  a  well.  Below  the  outcrop 
the  Osborne  clay  is  at  the  surface.  The  Parochial  Com¬ 
mittee  wasted  the  ratepayers’  money  by  sinking  in  the 
clay,  although  they  had  been  told  the  only  possible  local 
source  of  supply  was  in  the  limestone.  It  was  decided 
to  pipe  the  limestone  water  down  the  hill  from  a  well 
sunk  in  the  highway.  But  it  would  appear  the  public 
have  only  a  right  of  way  over  the  land,  the  ownership  of 
which  is  vested  in  the  proprietor  of  the  adjoining  land, 
and  the  owner  would  not  consent  to  a  well  being  sunk. 
The  legislation  of  the  future  should  include  the  endow¬ 
ment  of  the  people  with  rights  in  the  land  beneath  the 
highway  for  sanitary  purposes.  But,  apart  from  its 
water-supply,  Newbridge  was  in  a  satisfactory  sanitary 
state  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Ningwood  depends  for  water  upon  polluted  streams, 
stagnant  ponds  and  ditches,  and  rain-water  tanks.  It  is 
only  a  small  hamlet,  but  the  inhabitants  are  in  great 
difficulty  in  dry  seasons,  for  then  the  deep  well  at  Ning¬ 
wood  House,  to  which  they  send  for  their  drinking  water, 
is  not  available.  It  will  be  a  great  blessing  to  Ningwood 
when  pure  water  is  led  to  it  from  the  chalk  at  Calbourne. 
The  alternative  would  be  a  local  well  sunk  on  the  high¬ 
way,  or,  which  would  be  better,  a  well  sunk  in  the  higher 
land  south  of  the  hamlet,  where  the  limestone  is  much 
nearer  the  surface,  from  which  water  could  be  piped  to 
Ningwood.  The  schools  at  Ningwood,  as  all  other 
primary  schools  in  your  district,  require  and  for  the  most 
part  get  the  periodic  visits  of  your  inspectors. 

Much  good  work  has  been  done  at  Wellow  and  Thorley 
in  abating  nuisances  permanently  by  means  of  structural 
alterations,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  there  was  little  to 
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complain  of.  The  public  pump  at  Wellow  from  which 
water  is  obtained  from  the  Bembridge  limestone,  the 
great  source  of  permanent  water-supply  in  this  locality, 
is  of  great  service  to  the  people.  But,  of  course,  a  public 
pump  is,  at  best,  somewhat  out  of  date,  useful  though  it 
may  he.  The  carrying  water  from  it  to  houses,  often  at 
a  considerable  distance,  represents  an  enormous  amount 
of  labour,  the  money  value  of  which  would  be  consider¬ 
able  for  each  house  in  twelve  months,  and  for  this  reason 
alone — as  a  matter  of  economy  and  convenience — quite 
apart  from  sanitary  security,  it  is  very  desirable  to  secure 
an  independent  water-supply  such  as  that  which  it  is 
proposed  to  provide  for  Wellow. 

The  old  town  and  port  of  Yarmouth  is  increasing 
rapidly  in  number  of  houses  and,  therefore,  in  rateable 
value.  Twelve  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  in 
Yarmouth.  These  have  to  be  sewered.  Those  near  the 
Railway  Station  will,  most  of  them,  be  provided  for  by  a 
sewer  to  join  the  badly  laid  Mill  Street  sewer.  The  un¬ 
flushed  Yarmouth  sewers  have  been  a  reproach  to  your 
district.  This  one  in  Mill  Street  contains  much  deposit 
for  a  certain  distance  and  then  runs  clear.  The  man¬ 
holes  are  covered  up  with  road  gravel.  They  require  to  he 
brought  to  the  surface  and  covered  with  a  wooden  cover. 
The  man-holes  of  the  proposed  new  sewer  are  too  small. 
Apart  from  accumulations  of  refuse  from  time  to  time, 
the  sanitary  state  of  Yarmouth  is  fairly  satisfactory.  By 
constant  effort  the  condition  of  this  old  place  has  entirely 
changed  since  I  first  knew  it  officially.  Its  independent 
water-supply  from  the  chalk  at  Freshwater  increases  its 
sanitary  security. 

Totland  Bay  is  supplied  independently  in  part  from  the 
Freshwater  waterworks  and  in  part  from  the  beds  of 
ITeadon  Hill.  It  has  a  new  sewer,  and  when  this  is 
regularly  flushed  it  will  be  a  great  sanitary  benefit. 
Dairy  cows  drink  from  stagnant  ponds  at  Totland  as  else¬ 
where.  Wherever  there  is  an  independent  water-supply 
troughs  should  be  provided  for  them  to  drink  from. 

Twenty-two  new  houses  were  built  in  Freshwater  in 
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1895.  It  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  the  difficulties  conse¬ 
quent  upon  the  want  of  sewers  for  the  houses  to  drain 
into  are  becoming  every  year  more  accentuated.  Fresh¬ 
water  requires  to  he  scavenged.  The  efforts  of  your  In¬ 
spector  keep  the  nuisances' at  Freshwater  under,  but  there 
are  several  foul  ditches,  and,  as  in  all  new  places,  the 
water-courses  become  the  depository  of  all  kinds  of  waste. 

The  Parochial  Committee  have  flushed  the  School  Green 
water-course  by  penning  the  water  of  the  stream.  This 
should  be  done  periodically,  and  obstructions  removed. 

When  the  deposit  is  cleared  out  it  should  not  be  placed 
on  the  bank,  as  it  finds  its  way  back  to  the  stream  when 
it  rains.  Obvious  nuisances  at  Freshwater,  as  compared 
with  the  state  of  things  a  few  years  ago,  are  in  the  past. 

But  another  form  of  nuisance  in  the  shape  of  smoke  from 
pottery  works  has  arisen  which  seriously  interferes  with 
the  comfort  of  the  ratepayers  in  the  Avenue  district,  and 
which  is  likely  to  depreciate  property.  It  prejudices 
health  indirectly  by  compelling  people  to  keep  their  win¬ 
dows  closed.  Norton  Green,  a  detached  suburb  of  Fresh¬ 
water,  requires  to  be  sewered  as  badly  as  School  Green. 

The  independent  water-supply,  which  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  people,  has,  of  course,  changed  altogether 
the  sanitary  aspect  of  this  part  of  your  district. 

The  small  hamlets  of  Brooke,  Hulverstone,  and  Limer-  Brooke,  Huiver- 

.  .  .  stone,  and 

stone  were  m  a  fairly  satisfactory  sanitary  state  at  the  Limerstone. 
close  of  the  year.  The  independent  water-supply  of 
Brooke  could  probably  be  extended  to  Hulverstone  with¬ 
out  detriment  to  Brooke;  and  the  independent  supply  at 
Limerstone  may  be  led  to  the  cottages  at  no  great  cost. 

The  difference  between  the  sanitary  condition  of  Brigh-  Bnghstone. 
stone  at  the  end  of  1895  and  at  the  end  of  1894  consists 
in  this,  that  whereas  at  the  end  of  1894  many  of  the 
inhabitants  drank  from  a  polluted  stream  into  which 
human  excrement  passed,  they  now  drink  the  water  of 
the  stream  as  it  issues  from  the  rock.  The  independent 
water-supply  of  Brighstone  so  long  talked  about  is  now 
an  accomplished  fact. 

At  Shorwell  there  is  a  pump  well  to  the  water  of  the  fe&orweii. 
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upper  greensand  at  the  north  of  the  village.  In  the  south 
of  the  village,  where  the  gault  is  at  the  surface,  people 
drink  from  the  stream.  Some  day  this  picturesque  little 
village  will  be  supplied  with  water  pumped  to  a  reser¬ 
voir  on  the  hill  from  the  powerful  upper  greensand  springs 
which  form  the  stream.  If  the  reservoir  were  placed  on 
the  top  of  the  hill  the  water  might  be  led  both  north  and 
south  of  it. 

The  houses  at  Blackgang,  a  breezy  health  resort  on 
the  extreme  south  coast,  are  supplied  with  water  from 
the  upper  greensand  cliff  to  the  north  of  it.  Some  of  the 
sewage  of  the  place  finds  its  way  to  the  shore,  where  it  is 
lost  in  the  shingle,  by  way  of  Blackgang  Chine.  Chale  is 
a  double  village,  and  consists  of  Church  Chale  and  Chale 
Green,  which  are  nearly  a  mile  apart.  Standing  on  the 
gault,  they  are  badly  off  for  water.  Church  Chale  could 
be  very  readily  supplied  independently  from  the  green¬ 
sand  by  means  of  a  pipe  brought  down  Blythe’s  Lane  or 
from  springs  to  the  east  of  Chale  Farm.  There  would  be 
sufficient  water  to  supply  Chale  Green  and  the  houses 
en  route  probably ;  but  if  not,  Chale  Green  may  be  sup¬ 
plied  separately  from  the  cliff  to  the  east  of  it.  The  foul 
ditch  on  Chale  Green  should  be  covered  in. 

The  gault  is  at  the  surface  where  the  highway  runs  at 
Chillerton.  To  the  east  of  it  is  the  upper  greensand  and 
to  the  west  the  chalk.  There  is  abundant  water  at  the 
north  end  of  the  village,  obtained  from  badly  protected 
dip  wells.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  obtain  their  drinking 
water  from  an  iron  pipe  by  the  roadside,  through  which 
a  perennial  stream  from  the  greensand  flows  into  the 
Chillerton  rivulet,  which  is  a  tributary  of  the  Medina. 
Gatcombe  is  a  hamlet  in  an  upper  greensand  valley  of 
that  name.  Water  is  abundant  in  Gatcombe,  but  as  you 
proceed  east  to  the  Newport  road  the  greensand  thins  out 
and  the  gault  is  at  the  surface.  It  was  in  the  gault  of  the 
parish  of  Gatcombe  the  water  diviner  divined  water. 
Within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  spot  he  indicated  water 
is  abundant  in  the  upper  greensand  on  the  other  side  the 
highway. 
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Carisbrooke,  an  ancient  village,  formerly  the  chief  place 
of  the  Island,  retains  its  rural  character  although  it  is 
only  a  mile  from  the  centre  of  Newport  and  is  con¬ 
nected  with  it  by  houses.  Its  sanitary  condition  even 
within  the  past  ten  or  twelve  years  has  been  deplorable, 
and  many  of  the  houses  still  drain  into  leaking  cesspits. 
Other  houses  are  connected  with  the  sewer  at  the  north 
end  of  the  village,  while  the  row  of  cottages  on  the  north 
side  of  the  High  Street  below  the  churchyard  discharge 
their  slop  water  by  the  necessary  storm  water  drains  into 
the  road  gutter,  where  it  often  creates  an  abominable 
nuisance,  which  is  apparent  more  particularly  over  grat¬ 
ings  between  the  paving  stones  with  which  the  gutter  has 
been  covered  in  front  of  the  inns.  But  perhaps  the 
greatest  nuisance  is  at  the  road  gulley  into  which  the 
gutter  discharges,  especially  if  the  roadman  neglects  to 
clear  it  frequently.  If  the  water-supply  were  in  your  own 
hands  you  would  flush  this  gutter,  but  you  have  found  it 
impossible  to  make  friendly  arrangements  in  such  matters 
with  the  Newport  Authority,  even  when  you  sought  to 
provide  in  case  of  fire.  There  ought  not  to  be  hard  bar¬ 
gaining  between  Authorities  in  matters  of  common 
humanity.  You  scavenge  Carisbrooke,  emptying  cess¬ 
pits  and  removing  ashes  and  refuse  upon  notice  being 
given.  It  does  not  seem  possible  for  you  to  do  more  in 
Carisbrooke  until  you  have  a  sewer.  It  has  practically 
an  independent  water-supply,  as  the  Corporation  main 
passes  through  the  village,  but  many  people  prefer  to 
drink  from  wells  in  the  chalk.  It  must  be  very  satis¬ 
factory  to  you  as  a  Sanitary  Authority  making  use  of 
the  Newport  town  supply  to  know  the  Corporation  are 
going  to  the  head  of  the  Lukely  for  their  water. 

Gunville  and  Forestside  are  also  supplied  separately  by 
Newport.  The  Corporation  gave  you  notice  they  would 
discontinue  this  supply,  from  which  they  expected  a  pro¬ 
fit  too  early.  You  agreed  to  purchase  the  water-main, 
and  you  applied  for  leave  to  borrow  money  for  this  pur¬ 
pose.  The  inquiry  was  held  in  due  course,  and  as  nothing 
has  been  heard  of  the  subject  since,  the  presumption  is 
the  loan  was  not  sanctioned.  The  provision  made  for 
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conveying  water  to  Gunville  and  Forestside  is  certainlj 
very  inferior  to  anything  you  would  have  sanctioned  foi 
this  purpose.  At  the  same  time  it  is  due  to  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  to  say  your  predecessors  were  grateful  to  them  foi 
this  water-supply,  which  was  undertaken  not  wholly  as  a 
business  speculation. 

Your  district  possesses  the  protection  of  a  set  of  bye¬ 
laws  which  are  by  no  means  perfect  but  which  will  be 
modified  or  rendered  more  stringent  as  experience  maj 
determine.  To  be  able  to  write  such  a  paragraph  as  this 
in  my  annual  report  has  been  my  earnest  desire  for  many 
long  years. 

Dairies,  cow-sheds,  and  milk-shops  are  periodically  in¬ 
spected,  and  obedience  to  the  regulations  you  possess  is 
called  for,  but  your  predecessors  declined  to  make  them 
compulsory.  Milk  sellers  must  be  registered,  and  there 
is  an  advantage  in  this  inasmuch  as  inspection  is  facili¬ 
tated.  I  am  bound  to  say  enormous  improvement  has 
taken  place  since  the  regulations  were  issued,  and  the 
premises  of  many  milk  vendors  are  scrupulously  clean, 
but  some  dairymen  are  still  careless  and  sufficient  pre¬ 
caution  is  not  exercised  in  milking  or  sufficient  attention 
paid  to  the  cleansing  of  vessels  in  which  the  milk  is  re¬ 
ceived  and  stored. 

Neither  slaughterhouses  nor  bakehouses  are  registered 
in  your  district,  nor  are  they  regulated.  There  are,  I 
think,  only  seven  slaughterhouses  in  the  whole  of  your 
district  actually  occupied  as  such  at  the  present  time,  and 
there  have  been  few  complaints  of  them  recently,  but 
they  should  be  registered  and  regularly  inspected.  The 
sanitary  condition  of  bakehouses  is  of  great  importance 
to  the  public  health,  and  they  should  be  registered  also. 
They  should  be  periodically  inspected,  and  regulations 
should  be  enforced  if  it  be  found  necessary. 

Regulations  for  hackney  carriages  are  in  force  at  Fresh¬ 
water  and  Totland  Bay.  These  regulations  have  already 
served  to  abate  a  nuisance  which  was  becoming  almost 
intolerable.  It  is  very  desirable  any  powers  you  do 
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not  possess  should  be  obtained  if  they  are  likely  to  assist 
you  in  the  regulation  of  growing  townships. 

Your  district  is  protected  by  the  provisions  of  the  Noti-  ^factious  n  °f 
fication  Act,  as  is  the  whole  of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  These  Diseases, 
provisions  are  never  more  necessary  than  in  a  health  re¬ 
sort,  and  no  place  requires  them  more  than  such  an  im¬ 
portant  health  resort  as  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

That  you  do  not  possess  an  isolation  hospital  is  due  to  isolation, 
causes  beyond  your  control  or  that  of  your  predecessors. 

When  in  the  hope  of  combining  with  the  towns  your  pre¬ 
decessors  decided  to  build  two  isolation  hospitals  for  the 
whole  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  one  for  each  Medene,  they 
relinquished  a  plan  they  had  long  had  in  view.  Imme¬ 
diately  their  intention  was  frustrated  by  the  withdrawal 
of  Ventnor  and  the  refusal  of  Sandown  and  Shanklin  to 
join  them  on  fair  terms,  they  reverted  to  their  original 
scheme  and  they  sought  a  site.  You  continued  the  quest, 
and  after  advertising  without  result  you  chose  a  locality 
the  most  suitable  to  your  purpose  in  the  centre  of  your 
district,  and  which  was  already  damaged  in  a  sentimental 
sense.  Your  committee  then  selected  sites  and  applied 
to  their  owners.  One  of  these  was  unwilling  to  sell  any 
portion  of  the  field  asked  for,  but  he  offered  another  field, 
the  only  objection  to  which  is  that  a  hospital  placed  upon 
it  would  be  more  in  evidence.  This  meadow  you  con¬ 
sented,  subject  to  consent,  to  purchase  ;  you  had  plans 
for  an  isolation  hospital  prepared,  and  you  applied  for 
leave  to  borrow  the  necessary  sum.  You  have,  therefore, 
done  what  you  can.  You  object  to  be  forced  into  alliance 
with  another  authority  against  your  will,  and  especially 
into  an  alliance  with  an  authority  who  have  already  frus¬ 
trated  your  intentions. 

You  have  two  Inspectors,  one  for  each  Medene,  who  inspection, 
are  also  your  Surveyors,  under  the  Act.  You  very  wisely 
made  them  an  allowance  for  railway  travelling,  and  not 
too  soon,  for  since  the  bye-laws  came  into  force  their  work 
has  enbrmously  increased,  as  they  have  to  see  that  the 
building  bye-laws  are  carried  out  as  to  the  house  and  to 
inspect  and  test  the  drains  before  they  are  covered  in.  As 
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I  have  often  insisted,  inspection  which  is  not  done  from 
house  to  house  is  not  properly  done.  Every  house  in  the 
district  should  be  inspected  once  a  year,  at  least,  and 
many  houses  require  to  be  inspected  much  more  fre¬ 
quently.  I  am  sometimes  asked  to  give  sanitary  certifi¬ 
cates  after  inspection,  but  I  decline  to  do  so.  They  are 
misleading  at  best.  Disease  in  my  experience  not  infre¬ 
quently  arises  in  certified  houses.  A  house  may  be  sani¬ 
tary  to-day  and  insanitary  to-morrow.  In  my  opinion  it 
.is  the  duty  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  see  that  every 
house  in  their  district  is  sanitary  as  may  be.  If  I  am  in¬ 
quired  of  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  a  house,  and  it 
often  happens,  I  either  inspect  the  house  myself  or  send 
one  of  the  Inspectors,  and  I  have  much  more  confidence 
in  satisfying  the  applicant  than  I  should  have  if  I  merely 
reported  it  as  one  of  a  list  of  certified  houses. 

You  meet  once  a  fortnight  immediately  after  the  Board 
of  Guardians  rise.  You  take  matters  arising  out  of  the 
minutes,  the  correspondence,  and  the  agenda.  You  then 
take  the  items  of  the  Inspectors’  reports  referred  to  you 
by  the  Special  Committee  composed  of  any  members  of 
your  Council  who  choose  to  attend.  The  duty  of  the 
Special  Committee  is  to  go  through  the  reports  of  the  In¬ 
spectors  and  dispose  of  the  routine  business  arising  out 
of  them. 

You  have  further  economised  time  by  appointing  what 
was  at  first  called  a  Works  Committee,  but  which  is  now 
designated  the  General  Purposes  Committee.  They  meet 
once  a  month,  and  their  duties  are  to  examine  and 
approve  all  plans  of  new  buildings  and  to  consider  and 
report  upon  all  questions  referred  to  them  by  the  Council. 
Presided  over  by  a  gentleman  exceedingly  well  informed 
upon  the  subject  of  building  construction,  the  Committee 
are  doing  excellent  work.  In  the  time  of  your  predeces¬ 
sors  it  was  a  great  detriment  to  the  public  well-being  that 
every  subject  was  discussed  in  public.  It  is  no  dispar¬ 
agement  of  any  Council  to  say  that  in  debate  opposite 
sides  are  usually  taken  and  the  consideration  of  details  is 
too  frequently  neglected.  In  sanitary  business  especially 
it  is  necessary  that  subjects  should  be  considered  in  a 
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friendly  consultative  manner,  and  questions  of  policy 
should  be  looked  upon  from  different  points  of  view. 

This  is  possible  only  in  committee. 

The  Parish  Council  of  each  parish,  together  with  the  Parochial 
district  councillor  or  councillors  of  the  parish,  form  the 
Parochial  Committee.  The  arrangement  works  better 
than  at  first  because  you  appreciate  better  your  position 
under  the  law,  and  the  Parochial  Committee  better 
recognise  the  fact  that  they  are  only  consultative  bodies. 

It  would  be  invidious  to  particularise,  but  some  of  the 
Parochial  Committees  have  done  and  are  doing  good  work 
in  perfect  accord  with  your  Council  and  your  officers, 
while  others  have  been  disloyal  and  hostile.  There  can 
be  but  one  legitimate  object,  and  that  is  the  promotion  of 
the  public  welfare  under  the  law.  If  Parochial  Com¬ 
mittees,  that  is  to  say  Parish  Councils,  do  their  duty  they 
cannot  but  assist  you  in  doing  yours.  Differences  of 
opinion  must  arise,  but  violence  and  vituperation  because 
of  them  are  simply  selfish  and  are  not  intended  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  sanitary  well-being  of  the  people.  As  an 
example  of  the  manner  in  which  Parochial  Committees 
may  assist  you  I  may  instance  the  fact  that  one  of  them 
suggested  to  you  the  desirability  of  making  an  important 
alteration  in  the  bye-laws,  while  the  Clerk  of  another  has 
suggested  to  me  on  behalf  of  his  Committee  the  desira¬ 
bility  of  renewing  efforts  to  close  wells,  and  the  Chairmen 
of  other  Committees  have  consulted  the  inspectors  and 
me  about  many  things  which  affect  very  deeply  the 
public  welfare.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  The  desire  for 
independent  action  in  sanitary  matters  in  the  parish  does 
not  make  for  good,  because  the  law  does  not  provide  for 
it.  The  welfare  of  every  parish  is  your  concern;  you 
cannot,  if  you  would,  avoid  your  obligations  under  the  law 
to  the  people  of  any  parish  by  aid  of  the  resolutions  of  a 
Parochial  Committee,  and  beyond  the  pocket  of  the  rate¬ 
payer  is  your  duty  to  his  wife  and  children. 

Although  the  completion  of  the  amplification  of  my 
annual  report  takes  place  at  a  time  long  after  date,  I  trust 
it  may  still  be  of  service  if  only  as  a  permanent  record  of 
a  second  year’s  work  of  a  popularly  elected  Council,  the 
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members  of  which  have  become  better  informed  about  the 
needs  of  their  district  and  of  their  powers  and  functions 
as  a  Sanitary  Authority.  If  I  may  venture  so  far  I  would 
respectfully  state  I  have  observed  in  the  members  of  your 
Council  a  gradually  increasing  sense  of  responsibility, 
which  is  full  of  promise  for  the  public  good.  It  seems  to 
me  this  growing  sense  of  responsibility  is  a  result  of  the 
realisation  of  the  nature  of  your  mission,  which  is  nothing 
less  than  the  diminution  of  suffering  and  the  brightening 
and  lengthening  of  human  life. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Carisbrooke. 


J.  GROVES. 
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